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William Brown (1838-1893) 
 

From Sarah Brown Pascoe’s obituary: - Sarah Ann Brown born at Hamilton, Victoria, Sept 15, 1860, and when 
nine months old went with her parents William Brown & Mary MacDonald to reside at Port MacDonnell, 
where she spent the early part of her life.  
 
From Ancestry members John & Wendy Mansell’s email of Aug 2021, we discovered this on William Brown:- 

We were particularly interested in the Pascoe Store as that was originally built by the Victorian firm Must & 
Co. in 1861 and John’s maternal great-grandfather, Henry Knight, arrived in 1864 and worked for Thos 
Must there for about 14 years.  
The reason he went to Port MacDonnell was his step-brother, William Brown, sent him a boat ticket to 
emigrate! We knew nothing about the Knight family until I looked at the Border Watch Mount Gambier and 
through Ancestry.  With William Brown I was pleased to find his photo last year, and did find his wife was 
Mary McDonald but hope to find out more about her. 
 

 
Summary of William Brown’s professions 1863-1884 – Labourer, Boatman & Confectioner (Baker) 

 
1875 James Badenoch snr in 1875 was listed as a baker & merchant but died in 1884. As William Brown (boatman 
1868) was James’ neighbour, it is likely that William Brown would have learnt his baking skills from James. 
1879 -1883 William Brown & family moved to Millicent as a baker/confectioner but returned to Pt MacDonnell soon 
after James Badenoch’s death in 1882.  
1885 we see on ct 479/79 that William Henry Pascoe takes a 5 year lease on James Badenoch’s section 54 (Meylin & 
Standish) and at that lease expiry in 1890, William Henry Pascoe takes the lease over N.A. Lords’ general store at 58 
Sea Parade.  
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These cottages are on Sec 59, 58 (William Brown’s) and 57Meylin St Pt MacDonnell 

 

 
1883 William Brown was the baker in Millicent (sec21 – see ct334/132), next door to the Pascoe & Day’s shop. 
1883 William Henry married 18/1/1883 Sarah Ann at the residence of her father William Brown. (born at 
Hamilton, Victoria, Sept 15, 1860, and when nine months old went with her parents to reside at Port MacDonnell, 
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where she spent the early part of her life. Later she went to Millicent, where she lived till her marriage, in 1883, 
when they returned to Port MacDonnell.) 
1883 William (Harry) Pascoe 1883-1948 born 20/10/1883. 
The Browns had come from Hamilton Victoria, where Sarah was born. The Browns had lived in Pt MacDonnell in 
1863-1875 and William Brown had owned property there between 1863 & 1875. We assume he learnt his bakery skills 
from his neighbour James Badenoch snr, the baker.  
 
William Henry & Sarah became an item and married in 1883, and a baby William Harry Pascoe was born the same 
year. Also in 1883 Annie Adelaide Pascoe Day and her husband George, took over the lease of the Millicent store.  
1884 Sarah’s mother Mary McDonald died.  
1885 William, Sarah & William Brown moved as a family to Pt MacDonnell.  
William & Sarah Pascoe ran a store (with a wine & spirit licence), section 54, corner Meylin St & Standish, the 
property had been owned by James Badenoch snr, the baker of Pt MacDonnell. James Badenoch died in 1882. 
William Pascoe became a JP & councillor, was on the Yacht Club committee and even had a road named after him. 
 
His father-in-law William Brown could have run the bakery shop at Port Macdonnell. 
1892 William Brown was an ex-boatman (1868-1870s) we assume he partnered with William Henry Pascoe to operate 
a cutter (named “Irene” after William Henry Pascoe’s new born daughter?) transporting crayfish to Portland Victoria. 
 
1893 William Henry Pascoe’s boat the “Irene”, on return from Portland selling their Crayfish catch, lost his father-in-
law, William (Billy) Brown (1838-1893) off Flint Point. 

 

FATAL BOAT ACCIDENT-A very sad accident occurred off Port 
MacDonnell on Thursday morning, in which Mr. William Brown, father of 
Mrs. W. H. Pascoe, of the Port, was drowned, On Monday evening Mr. 
Pascoe's cutter “Irene” left Port MacDonnell for Portland with a cargo of 
crayfish for despatch to Ballarat  and Melbourne. He had on board Messrs. 
W. Brown, who acted as master, W. H. Pascoe and George Garrison.  They 
reached Portland early on Tuesday morning, after an excellent trip, and 
delivered the cargo, and left on their return to Port MacDonnell  on 
Wednesday evening, at 7 o'clock…. 
Mr. Brown, …., must have been standing on tip toe in order to pass the rope 
through the cringle, when a sudden flap of the sail caused him to lose his 
footing and fall overboard…. 
Owing to the fact that he was weighted with clothes and unable to swim Mr. 
Brown became exhausted and sank before assistance could reach him. The 
deceased was a member of the rocket apparatus crew, was a member of 
both the friendly societies, took an active part in connection with all aquatic 
sports, and was greatly respected. Great sympathy is felt for his wife and 
family, Mr. and Mrs Pascoe and other relations, in their sad bereavement. 

 

 
A smack is a sailing fishing boat, fully decked, gaff rigged, either as a cutter ... rigged trading vessels were called 
smacks, not just fishing boats!—the photo on the left is an actual 1900s Sailing boat off Pt MacDonnell 
 
From the Maritime Museum display:-  

The IRENE was built in Adelaide for the lightering of the iron work for the Beachport to Mt Gambier 
railway.  
(Wikipedia- Lightering (also called lighterage) is the process of transferring cargo between vessels of 
different sizes. Lightering was practiced for all types of cargo for centuries. Prior to the 19th century 
introduction of steamships too large to enter some of the ports they intended to serve, in which case 
lightering became necessary to reduce the vessels' draft sufficiently to enter the port, cargoes ranging from 
water to ships' stores (food, livestock, misc. supplies), to gunpowder and shot, were carried from dockside 
to sailing ships moored in harbours and roadways.) 
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When the railway was finished she was bought by a fisherman named Tom Davis, who used her for fishing. 
She was later bought by Mr Pascoe in 1892, for trading along the coast. She had a well put in and carried 
crayfish along with other cargo. The IRENE traded regularly for many years between Port MacDonnell, 
Beachport and Portland. In her early years she was cutter rigged, but on being reconditioned she was 
rigged like a schooner. Power motors were installed by Mr Pascoe, and he used her for towing the lighters 
out to the steamers. It was on one of these trips that she bumped heavily on the jetty and sank. She was 
later raised, her engines taken out and she was broken up a year or two later. 
On her first trip to Adelaide under sail she ran the distance in a fast forty two hours. On another trip she 
sailed from Beachport to Port MacDonnell, jetty to jetty in six hours. 


