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The four daughters of John Penna (1870-1955), JP, mailman, postmaster and racehorse owner of Yunta. 
 
Executive Summary 
 
Most managers I have known never seem to read a detailed report, they just want an overview of the important points and so 
the format of most reports are:- 
  

(1) Executive Summary  
(2) Background & Overview  
(3) Detailed information  
(4) Nitty gritty appendices. 
 

Summary, Background and overview. 
 
John Penna was the youngest son of Edward & Mary Penna who brought their children up in Morphettvale, then Kersbrook, 
along side Edward’s siblings who had settled there. 
Edward, an agricultural worker and later a “well sinker” took the family to Jamestown for a few years where his children 
settled. Later Edward, his wife Mary and 2 sons Joseph & John went to Yunta, which is on the railway between Peterborough 
and Cockburn/Broken Hill. They are featured in newspaper reports (found on Trove) and Joseph & John worked as teamsters, 
bringing in the wool clips by teams of (12) horses to the railhead at Yunta. 
Joseph & John became drivers for the mail delivery contracters of Yunta, servicing outlying stations and gold mine areas. 
  
While at Yunta between teamstering jobs, 24 yo John Penna courted 16yo Annie Adelaide Smith, the daughter of William 
Snider, a railway ganger and his wife Ellen, who did odd house keeping jobs to help pay for the upbringing of their 7 
children.  
 
Annie Adelaide fell pregnant, John Penna denied paternity and the Sniders were faced with the expense of bringing up 
another child. Eventually they took John Penna to the Petersburg Magistrate court, where John was found guilty and forced to 
pay maintenance until the child was 14 yo.  
The Sniders were devastated after William Snider committed suicide with the stress, but the widow and children were set up  
in a cottage in Peterborough, funded by a Widows Trust Fund of  the concerned railway community. 
 
Annie Adelaide Smith was offered marriage by Sidney Bennett, her father’s 29 yo work colleague. Sidney, Annie & Maud 
spent the rest of Sidney’s working life on the Gawler to Cockburn line as a ganger/packer, until retirement in 1938. 
 
John Penna’s #1 daughter Maud lived and was educated around the area of Yunta, but probably did not know or have contact 
with her biological father. (proved with 2018 DNA testing of John & Neil Brooks). 
 
Joseph Penna married a Minburra Station owner’s daughter Elspeth Stott in 1894, the year of Maud Alice Penna’s birth. In 
May 1895, John Penna married Elspeth’s sister, May Stott. The Penna brothers worked together in the district on the mail 
delivery contracts and as teamsters for farms, and John eventually got the position of postmaster with mail delivery contracts. 
 
John Penna soon became one of the most well known and liked character in the Yunta area and raised his family of a son and 
3 daughters until his retirement in 1935, when he sold up and bought  “Korff’s Hill Farm” in East Gawler, raising and 
running racehorses, a hobby he had taken up organising the Yunta race meetings. 
 
In 1935 his 2nd daughter Hilda married a Broken Hill lad Arthur Hooper and moved to metro Adelaide, then Broken Hill, 
and may not have kept in touch with her family as she was not featured in John Penna’s Will 20 years later. 
 
The 3rd daughter Ethel married one of John Penna’s drivers, Jack O’Loughlin and they moved to Gawler about the same 
time as her parents. 
 
The  4th daughter Elsie stayed single and lived with and supported her parents at “Korff’s Hill Farm”, probably working 
along side her father on the horse breeding and racing side. 
 
In 1955 John Penna died at 85yo and his obituary praised his life and accomplishments, especially in his work as a Gawler 
Jockey Club committeeman, horse breeder and horse racer. 
 
His 2 daughters Ethel & Ethel inherited the farm and most of John’s assets, and later sold it and the girls bought some very 
grand homes in Gawler East, looking after their mother May Stott Penna until her death.  
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To see the quality of home Elsie retired to, look at Street View of 15 Blanch St Gawler 2020, quite a stately home even now. 
 
Ethel and her husband seemed to be estranged as Ethel had bought her home in her name only, but there are indications the 2 
sisters were very close. 
 
In summary, the 4 daughters of John Penna can all be classed as successful in there own right, in much different ways. 
 
Detailed information  
 
Who were John Penna’s ancestors? 
 
His grandfather, Edward Kitto Penna, (born 1799 Rose Cornwall, married Alice Treglown in 1822) was a copper miner at 
Nancekuke Downs, near Portreath on the coast in Cornwall. 
They had 10 children Arthur b1822, Mary b1824, Rebecca 1826, Sally/Sarah b1828, Richard (1830-1832), William 
b1832, Richard Treglown b1833, Edward b1835, Joseph b1837 and John b1839, confirmed by the 1841 UK census but in 
1844 Edward Kitto Penna died. 
 
His wife Alice Treglown remarried in 1844 to John Roach (1797-1854) and the eldest son Arthur, who had been a miner in 
Cornwall, had married in 1845 a Frances Pearce, b1823. 
 
We assume that the family decided that they should migrate to Australia as a whole, and in 1846 Mary Penna aged 22, 
Rebecca Penna aged 20, Sally/Sarah Penna aged 18, William Penna aged 14, Edward Penna aged 11, Joseph Penna aged 
9, John Penna aged 7 all sailed on the ship “Hooghly” from Plymouth England to Port Adelaide South Australia. 
 
Arthur Penna (1822-1889) went to Burra in South Australia’s mid-north copper mining where his daughter Elizabeth Pearce 
Penna was born (1848-1932). He returned to Adelaide in 1852 when his son Samuel Pearce Penna (1852-1922) was born. By 
1856 Arthur was a miner at Campbells Creek, Victoria where his daughter Jane Pearce Penna was born. 
Arthur died in Campbells Creek in April 1889. 
 
Arthur’s siblings Sarah Watkins, Richard T Penna, Joseph Penna & John Penna and their mother Alice Treglown (and 
husband John Roach) moved to Heathcote Victoria.  Alice died in 1887 at Heathcote Vic.. 
 
Rebecca Penna (1826-1853) married in 1847 William Enoch Winch, a farmer at Houghton and had a son and daughter 
before she died at Houghton in 1853. (Houghton is only a few miles from Kersbrook). 
 
Mary Penna (1824-1900) married in 1847 William Stephenson (1820-1860) and farmed at Gumeracha & Kersbrook 
(Gumeracha is only a few miles from Kersbrook & Houghton). William died in 1860 from sulphur poisoning (bee keeping). 
 
William Penna (1832-1904) arrived in SA when 14 years of age and secured employment in Adelaide. Later he joined his 
brother Arthur in the mining township of Burra then went to the Victorian goldfields, later travelled to California, then back 
to New Zealand and Victoria, NSW & Qld, mining. 
In December 1853 William had returned to SA and purchased Secs 1555-1557 Hd Para Wirra near Kersbrook (see 
ct139/211) as a Land Grant (from his earnings as a miner?). 
In 1870 he sold his Kersbrook property to his sister Mary and brother-in-law David Powell and William moved to Gawler to 
run a Fruit shop, retired and died there in 1904 aged 72. 
 
Mary Penna (1824-1900) became a widow in 1860, but in 1863 she married David Powell (1825-1893) a farmer and a 
widower at Chain of Ponds South Australia (it was a town before being flooded for a reservoir). 
 
David Powell was the brother of Gwenllyan Powell, Mary Penna Stephenson’s brother William Penna’s wife. David and 
Mary lived at Wattle Farm Kersbrook and had 2 children, Margaret Powell and Evan James Powell.  David died in 1893, 
and the property went to the son Evan until Evan’s death in 1923. Mary stayed on Wattle Farm Kersbrook until her death in 
1900. The road running along side their property is now named Powell Road. 
 
John Penna’s parents & siblings. 
 
Edward Penna (1835-1920) arrived in Adelaide on the Hooghly in 1846 and married a Mary Kelly (1835-1915) in Adelaide 
in 1853. We are not sure Mary Kelly’s background but there was a Mary Kelly on the ship Hooghly in 1846.  
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Edward worked as an agricultural labourer and his 1st 4 children were born in the Morphett Vale/Willunga region, south of 
Adelaide but only 2 survived. 
It may have been after his sister Mary Penna Stephenson was widowed in 1860, that Edward & his wife and children (Mary 
Emily & Edward Arthur) went to work on his sister Mary Stephenson’s farm at Houghton/Kersbrook or even to his brother 
William Penna’s (1832-1904) farm at Kersbrook, to help out. 
 
Edward Penna and Mary Kelly while at Kersbrook, had four more children, Richard Thomas (1862-1894), Joseph John 
(1864-1946), Robert Henry (1866-1939) and John (1870-1955). 
 
In the 1881 Almanac, Edward Penna was listed as a “well sinker” at Jamestown, and we assume that the places that would 
require wells would have been the rural properties & gold fields that were opening up to the north east of Jamestown.  
Their eldest daughter Mary Emily (1857-1948) married a William Dunstan in 1881, farmer near Jamestown, and her 
brothers Edward Arthur married Julia Anne Dunstan in 1890, and Richard Thomas married Alice Dunstan in 1888. 
 
The other 3 brothers Joseph John Penna (1864-1946), Robert Henry (1866-1939) and John Penna (1870-1955) would 
have only been 17, 15 & 11 when their sister Mary married in Jamestown. The brothers may have been introduced to the 
outback stations by their father Edward, well sinking, as they were both based at one time at Yunta, involved as Teamsters 
(wool clips from stations to the rail head at Yunta), store keeper, postmaster and mail delivery contracting to the outback 
stations. Robert Henry went to the goldfields of Western Australia. 
 
John Penna 1870-1955 
 
1870 John Penna born in Kersbrook on either Edward Penna’s or Mary Penna (Stephenson) Powell’s “Wattle Farm” where 
his parents Edward Penna & Mary Kelly were working. 
 
1888 “Mr John Penna went to Teetulpa diggings in 1888 and except for a break of 2 years in Western Australia (his brother 
was there), John was at Yunta where he was originally started in business by William Hamilton & George Wilcox.” 
 
1893 Peterborough court case of 1894 has John Penna saying he visited his mother with his girlfriend Annie Adelaide Smith, 
which infers Mary Kelly Penna was living in Yunta with her 2 sons, Joseph & John, probably while her husband was 
working at sinking wells in the area. 
 
1894 John Penna & Annie Adelaide Smith (16 yo) have daughter Maude Alice Penna Smith (at Olary near Yunta) but do not 
marry (see court case where John denies paternity but court finds him guilty-.2018 DNA testing proved John Penna was the biological 
father!) 
 
1895 John Penna (24 yo) married May Stott (27 yo) (1867-1960). Elspeth Stott, her older sister was married to John’s older 
brother Joseph John Penna. The Stott family were from Minburra Station, which was on the mail run from Yunta.  
The wedding of John Penna & May Stott was on William John Wade’s Panaramatee station, where May worked as a 
domestic (on marriage certificate). The station was on John Penna’s mail run from Yunta. 
 
1896 Arnold John Penna born – he would have been 2 years younger than his step sister Maud. 
1896 Olive Gladys Penna born at Yunta, daughter of Joseph John Penna and Elspeth Stott. 
 
1897 John’s older brother Robert Henry Penna went to Lady Mary Gold Mine Norseman WA (was shift supervisor). 
WAUKARINGA. -- March 31. 1904  — Mr. John Penna, the genial whip, who has been , driving for Mr. W. Nicholls, the mail contractor, for some years, 
was tendered a smoke social at Curnamona on Saturday night on the occasion of the last trip to Erudina by the  present contractor. 

 
1899 Yunta Hotel was established 
1902 Hilda May Penna and Ethel Ivy Penna (twins) born 
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1904 April 4  — Nearly 50 ladies and gentlemen assembled at the Yunta Hotel on Thursday evening to present a gold watch, chain, and pendant to Mr. W. 
Nicholls, as a mark of esteem from his many friends in the northeast. The contributors embraced every station and township from Erudina to Lilydale.  
 
1907 Elsie Evelyn Penna born 
1918 John Penna of Yunta made a “Justice of the Peace” 
1920 Olive Gladys Penna was 23 yo when she gave birth to Maude France Penna in Adelaide, her biological 
father was jockey Albert MacDonald (1896-?). Note J.J. Penna’s interest in horse racing.  
 
1930s John Penna, local shopkeeper and Postmaster of Yunta, South Australia, was impressed with Tom Kruse's ability as a hard worker and offered him 
full time employment when he was just eighteen (1932). This was the start of Tom's career as a truck driver because John Penna also owned a carting 
business and three mail deliveries out of town. Tom took over from the previous driver Jack O'Loughlin, who had severed a thumb while unloading a drum 
of petrol and chose not to ride the mail run again. [Note: John Lawrence O’Loughlin married 1935 Ethel Ivy Penna] 
Tom held this driving job for a period of eighteen months (1934?), carting stores and supplies and back loading wool from local stations. John Penna sold 
his business to Harry Ding and the staff made the change along with the trucks. Harry Ding upgraded his fleet from the American Ford, Chevrolet and 
Dodge trucks and utilities of Penna to the larger and heavier Leylands.  
 
1934 Jan - Mr John Penna, mailman, postmaster and generally the best known man in Yunta, on learning that I was anxious to visit Melton station, 
advised he was delivering 50 rams to Koonamore station via Teetalpa station & Waukaringa…..etc 
 

 
 
Daughter 1 - Maud Alice Penna Smith. 
 
According to her birth certificate, Maud Alice Penna Smith, born to 16 year old Annie Adelaide Smith (1878-1956) and a 
person un-named.  
A consequence of Annie getting pregnant was that her step father William Snider (born Wilhelm Schneider 1852-1894) 
committed suicide on 23 August 1894 after an attempt to seek compensation from John Penna failed. 
The Sniders were left with not only the court costs, but the cost of raising another child (6 children already).  
 
Annie and her mother Ellen Smith Snider 1858-1945 later named 24 year old John Penna (1870-1955) as the biological father 
of Maud in a court case “Annie Adelaide Smith v John Penna 1894” at the Petersburg magistrates Court.  
John Penna was charged with “having left his illegitimate female child without adequate means of support”. 
See the Petersburg/Peterborough paper 1894, Saturday October 6th .  (available on Trove). 
 
The court verdict was “guilty” and John Penna was directed to pay compensation of “5/- a week to commence from the birth 
of the child (8th June 1894) and to be continued until the child is 14 years of age”. 
 
The widow Ellen Smith Snider with her 7 children, including Annie Adelaide Smith & Maud, was forced to relinquish the 
William Snider’s railway worker’s accommodation at Olary (a few miles north of Yunta) but the railway worker community 
“Widow Snider’s relief fund of Cockburn” were able to build a basic cottage for the family at 34 Victoria St Petersburg. 
The Paper reported:- “ £232 6s. 10d was raised, which together with the sum collected by the Register (£19 11s. 9d.) amounts to the substantial amount 
of £251 18s. 7d, which will keep the family for some time. Throughout all branches of the railway service, from the Chairman of the Railway 
Commissioners downward, all have subscribed, thus showing that a kindly and practical sympathy exists for the unfortunates in distress, and there is no 
doubt that if times were better double the amount would have been collected. As Mrs. Snider wishes to reside in Petersburg, arrangements are being made to 
vest the money in two trustees residing in that town, who will distribute the money according to the requirements of the family.” 
Ellen’s sons Frederick and Leslie who would become railway workers in Peterborough, purchased houses abutting that 
address (34 Victoria St) many years later. 
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Annie Adelaide and Maud would have lived with Ellen until 29 year old Sidney Bennett offered to marry her and take on the 
child Maud. Sidney (originally from Wiltshire UK) had worked in the railways since 1890, worked as ganger/packer at Olary 
(at 6/6d a day) probably along side William Snider at Yunta/Olary, and his brother Albert Bennett.  
Sidney John Bennett (29yo) and Annie Adelaide Smith (16yo) married at St Peter’s Church Petersburg on the 2nd of March 
1895 when Maud would have been nearly one year old. Sidney Bennett’s address on his marriage certificate was Mannahill 
but his railway records have him stationed at Olary in 1896. (where Annie Adelaide gave birth to Maud). 
 
Sidney Bennett was a railway employee all his working life and personnel records have him at Euralia 1896, Kingswood 
1902, Petersburg 1903 and on the Gawler Extension 1906. On the 1909-1915 Electoral Roll his addresses were Hanson &  
Farrell Flat, but we know Maud married Clement Humphrys in 1916 at  St John’s church Terowie, where Sidney had been 
allocated a house. 
 
Sidney & Annie Adelaide Bennett bought the Humphrys’ original home (Dolce Domum) just outside Hanson in 1922. We 
assume that he was working at the Hanson/Farrell Flat railway station, maybe for Annie to be near her daughter Maud and 
their grand daughters Viva, Thelma and Dorothy, but in 1923 purchased 2 Sixteenth St Gawler, very close to Gawler Railway 
Station. Sidney retired in 1931 and lived in Gawler with Annie until his death in 1938. Annie Adelaide then purchased 18 
Jervois Av Magill in July 1939 from Leslie Clayson (a Brooks relative!) where she lived until her death in 1956. 
 
We have not found any records or documents of Maud’s life from 1895 to 1915, so have not any idea of her and her sibling’s 
home or school life, but we suspect she may have had music lessons in Peterborough as there was a Mr Bennett, piano 
teacher listed in the Almanac for Peterborough. The only records we have are photographs from Viva Humphrys/Pollard’s 
albums, mainly from 1915 on. 
 
Daughter 2 - Hilda May Penna. 
 
We have very little information on Hilda and her life in Yunta, but at a reasonably old 23 she married Arthur White Hooper 
whose parents were from Broken Hill. After their marriage A W Hooper was in the SA Almanac as a clerk and had addresses 
in suburban Adelaide then later in Broken Hill, but there is no record of him owning property in SA. In family trees it is 
suggested Hilda died in Qld, but we have no idea where in Australia her children were born or what happened to them. 
 
It might be assumed that she was not in contact with her parents or siblings after her marriage, as she was left out of John 
Penna’s Will, whereas the others benefited financially. 
 
Hilda would have been 6 years younger than her step sister Maud Alice Penna Humphrys, and probably unaware of her 
existence. 
 
1902 Hilda May Penna and Ethel Ivy Penna (twins) born & brought up in the town of Yunta. 
1908 Hilda’s uncle, Joseph John Penna (44 yo) married (20 yo) Clara Rhodes (1888-1964) (10 yrs after Elspeth’s death). 
1910 Hilda’s cousin Alice (Joyce) Penna born. 
1913 Hilda’s cousin Zetta Zelma Penna (1913-1955) born to Joseph (51 yo) & Clara (33 yo). 
1915 Hilda’s grandmother, Mary Penna, died at Aunt Mary’s property Horndale near Jamestown. 
1920 Hilda’s grandfather Edward Penna, died in Broken Hill, J.J. Penna lived in Broken Hill. 
1924 Hilda’s cousin Olive Gladys Penna marries Herbert (Reginald) Tilbrook (a painter) at Orroroo. 
 
1925 Hilda (May) Penna married Arthur White Hooper b1899 

 
1926 Ronald Arthur Hooper was born, 1929 Valda Loraine Hooper was born, 1931 Audrey Ruth Hooper was born 
 
Daughter 3 – Ethel Ivy Penna. 
 
1902 Hilda May Penna and Ethel Ivy Penna (twins) born 
1908 Ethel’s uncle, Joseph John Penna (44 yo) married (20 yo) Clara Rhodes (1888-1964) (10 yrs after Elspeth’s death). 
1910 Ethel’s cousin Alice (Joyce) Penna born. 
1913 Ethel’s cousin Zetta Zelma Penna (1913-1955) born to Joseph (51 yo) & Clara (33 yo). 
1915 Ethels’s grandmother, Mary Penna, died at Aunt Mary’s property Horndale near Jamestown. 
1920 Ethel’s grandfather Edward Penna, died in Broken Hill, J.J. Penna lived in Broken Hill. 
1924 Ethel’s cousin Olive Gladys Penna marries Herbert (Reginald) Tilbrook (a painter) at Orroroo. 
1925 Hilda (May) Penna married Arthur White Hooper b1899 
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1932 – John O’Loughlin loses his thumb – from an interview regarding Tom Kruse  – “John Penna, local 
shopkeeper and Postmaster of Yunta, South Australia, was impressed with Tom's ability as a hard worker and 
offered him full time employment when he was just eighteen. This was the start of Tom's career as a truck driver 
because John Penna also owned a carting business and three mail deliveries out of town. Tom took over from 
the previous driver Jack O'Loughlin, who had severed a thumb while unloading a drum of petrol and chose not 
to ride the mail run again.” 
 
1935 John (Jack) Lawrence O’Loughlin, Yunta labourer buys lot52 Leicester St Twickenham Gdns,West Richmond, held 
until his death in 1950. 
1935 Ethel Ivy Penna (33yo) marries John Laurence O’Loughlin (35yo) of Yunta (motor driver), later of 20 Twenty Fifth St 
Gawler Sth (backing onto the Race Course of which John Penna was a steward.) 
 
1935 John Penna purchases “Korff’s Hill farm” in the name of his 2 daughters Elsie & Ethel.  
1936 See “Aintree’s Gossip of the Turf” article which names John Penna’s residence as Korff’s Hill. 

 
1936 “Mr John Penna, formerly of Yunta has been elected to the committee of the Gawler Jockey Club” Chronicle 15 Oct 1936 

 
1943 Ethel Penna O’Loughlin purchases 18 Edith St Gawler (near Rail line & Nth Para River) in her name (not with her 
husband John Lawrence O’Loughlin). 

 
1950 John Lawrence O’Loughlin dies at Gawler (50yo). 
 
1954 John Penna writes his will naming Elsie & Ethel as the major beneficiaries. 
1955 John Penna (race horse breeder and racer) dies at Gawler – May Stott Penna (living with Elsie & Ethel?) 
1959 Arnold John Penna dies – he did not own properties in his name (could have lived with Elsie?). 
1960 May Stott Penna dies in Gawler – buried in the same plot as her husband John Penna. 
 
1975 Ethel Ivy Penna O’Loughlin dies 
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Daughter 4 – Elsie Evelyn Penna. 
 
1907 The youngest daughter of John & May Penna, Elsie Evelyn Penna born 
1902 Hilda May Penna and Ethel Ivy Penna (twins) born 
1908 Elsie’s uncle, Joseph John Penna (44 yo) married (20 yo) Clara Rhodes (1888-1964) (10 yrs after Elspeth’s death). 
1910 Elsie’s cousin Alice (Joyce) Penna born. 
1913 Elsie’s cousin Zetta Zelma Penna (1913-1955) born to Joseph (51 yo) & Clara (33 yo). 
1915 Elsie’s grandmother, Mary Penna, died at Aunt Mary’s property Horndale near Jamestown. 
1920 Elsie’s grandfather Edward Penna, died in Broken Hill, J.J. Penna lived in Broken Hill. 
1924 Elsie’s cousin Olive Gladys Penna marries Herbert (Reginald) Tilbrook (a painter) at Orroroo. 
1925 Elsie’s elder sister, Hilda (May) Penna married Arthur White Hooper b1899 
 
1935 Ethel Ivy Penna (33yo) marries John Lawrence O’Loughlin (35yo) of Yunta (motor driver), later of 20 Twenty Fifth St Gawler Sth (backing onto the 
Race Course of which John Penna was a steward.) 
 
1935 John Penna purchases “Korff’s Hill farm” in the name of his 2 daughters Ethel & Elsie.  
1955 Elsie & Ethel Penna inherit the farm at sec 3079 Hd Barossa (just East of Gawler on the Lyndoch Rd -see ct 618/105).  

 
 
1956 Elsie Evelyn Penna & Ethel Ivy Penna O’Loughlin sell the farm (sec3079). 

 
1956 Elsie Evelyn Penna purchases 15 Blanch St Gawler (Ethel still at 18 Edith St Gawler), 
They are only 4 properties from each other. 
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Street View of 15 Blanch St Gawler 2020 

1959 Arnold John Penna dies – may have been living with Elsie and his mother. 
1960 May Stott Penna dies in Gawler – buried in the same plot as her husband John Penna. 
1975 Ethel Ivy Penna O’Loughlin dies 
1975 Elsie Evelyn Penna takes over her sister Ethel’s house at 18 Edith St Gawler. 
 
1989 Elsie Evelyn Penna dies at 18 Edith St Gawler – buried in same plot as her brother Arnold. 


