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1. Introduction & acknowledgments. 
 I am Neil Douglas Brooks, son of Allen Brooks and grandson of the late Leonard and Susan Brooks 
of Firle. Leonard was the second of nine children of Nicolas and Fanny Brooks of Finchley/Magill. 
 
The fifth child of Nicolas and Fanny Brooks, was Annie Lavinia Brooks, and the youngest was 
Clara Mildred Brooks. 
 
Clara never married, and stayed with her aging parents at home in Third St Finchley/Magill, 
eventually inheriting the family home. Clara had also worked in the Public Service for 45 years in a 
responsible position, and she was the glue that kept the Brooks Clan in touch, Clara was the 
favourite Aunt to all.  
When Clara did die, she left a trunk of documents and photo albums to her nephew Bruce Brooks, 
and Bruce in the late 1990s organised a family reunion at the "Gums" reserve off Shakespeare 
Avenue, a street away from Finchley. 
 
Bruce did produce a family tree chart but sadly his health had prevented him formalising the Brooks 
history any further. When my brother (John H Brooks) and I approached Bruce through his wife 
Helen, we were able to borrow "Clara's Trunk" and we scanned the photographs and documents. 
These were the basis of the family history book "Brooks & Colwill of Magill". 
 
On distributing the books to descendants, we found Ruth Clisby, Annie Lavinia's only daughter was 
alive and excited about the book, and offered more details about her father and the Woodside dairy 
farm. 
 
When researching the Clisby Clan we found (from Susan E Woods research) that George Clisby and 
family emigrated from London in 1839 for very interesting reasons, and that after 10 years he had 
encouraged 2 sisters, and a brother and their families to come to South Australia, to take favourable 
opportunities he had found. Four nephews and a niece also came between 1839 and 1876.  
 
We also found that the name Redford eminated from Thomas Clisby's wife Jane Ashton's family, 
and passed down to many of the generations of James Redford Clisby 
 
Susan E Woods of Mt Martha Victoria, published a book "Litigious, Loquacious George Clisby" 
which goes into detail of James Redford Clisby of the St Giles-in-Fields near Soho and Lambeth 
areas, above and below Westminster, London. 
 
Susan's acknowledgements include:- 
 
"The research for this family history was undertaken over a period of more than 25 years both at home at my local 
Mornington Peninsular Family History Society; Society of Genealogists, Vic; Aust. Institute of Genealogy & Heraldry 
Vic, State Library of Vic; and La Trobe Library, Melb. Vic; Mitchell Library Syd, NSW; Mortlock Library, Adel; SA 
Society of Genealogy and Heraldy. The Public Record Offices in Vic, SA and NSW. National Library of Aust, TROVE 
online newspaper resources, ACT National Archives of Aust."  
Susan has graciously given permission to "use the material with attribution, by all means". Neil will 
use the shorthand reference to Susans's work eg "Li Lo George 2014". 
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2. The Clisby clan 
 

  
 2.1. James Clisby 1765-1833 
Derived from Susan E Woods' "Li Lo George" 2014:- 
James Clisby, 1765-1833 the son of Thomas and Jane Ashton. James was a butcher trading offal and cheaper cuts of 
meat from a stall at Newport Market London, while residing nearby at Crown Street, Soho. 
 
Crown Street Soho, earlier known as Hog Lane was in the parish of St Giles in the Fields and St George Bloomsbury, 
running between Oxford Street and Tottenham Court Road near Soho Square. It was a narrow winding lane, where 
pigs once grazed on the lush well manured grass growing along the verges of the rutted cart track. There were some 
40-50 butchers shops and stands within the market at this time, along with slaughter houses. 
 
In 1800 James paid the St Giles and St George, Soho, London, the Poor Rate for 16 Denmark Street of £2.2.0 in 
addition to £4.4.0 per quarter for 28 Hog Lane, also in Soho. 
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In 1811 the Clisby family address was still 8 Crown Street alias Hog Lane, later it became known as Middlesex Street, 
Soho. 

 http://www.locatinglondon.org/  St Giles, Soho  & st Martins In The Fields 1746 
 
Mary Neate married James Redford Clisby on 13 September 1789 at St Mary, Newington, Surrey. 
 
Mary Neate, 1768-1813, was reputedly from a prominent Quaker family. 
 
Wikipedia:- The first Quakers lived in mid-17th century England. The movement arose from the Legatine-Arians and other dissenting Protestant 
groups, breaking away from the established Church of England. The Quakers, especially the ones known as the Valiant Sixty, attempted to convert 
others to their understanding of Christianity, travelling both throughout Great Britain and overseas, preaching the gospel of Jesus Christ.  Quakers 
were known for their use of thee as an ordinary pronoun, refusal to participate in war, plain dress, refusal to swear oaths, opposition to slavery, and 
teetotalism. Described as "natural capitalists" by the BBC, some Quakers founded banks and financial institutions, including Barclays, Lloyds, and 
Friends Provident. 
 However Mary and her eight siblings were all baptised at St Martin's in the Field, where Mary's father William Neate 
was a cabinet maker, her mother was Joanna Cann. When Joanna's husband abandoned her and her 3 surviving 
daughters in 1772, she sought assistance from the parish. In 1774 they resided at Norfolk Street in the parish of St 
Saviours Surrey having previously resided in Charles Court, the Strand, in the parish of St Martin's in the Fields for 
upward 14 years. 
 

 http://www.locatinglondon.org/ Lambeth & Newington 1746 
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2.2 James & Mary (Neate) Clisby's family 
 

     George 1796-1876,      Mary 1803-1893,        Sarah 1800-1880,       Redford 1831-1914,         Harriet 1830-1931 
 George Clisby (1796-1876) was the 1st member of the Clisby family to emigrate to South Australia 1839, and letters 
to home would have influenced his siblings, nephews and nieces to emigrate over the next 10 years. 
 
2.2.1 George Clisby's life in England.  
We know so much about George thanks to the amazing book by Susan E Woods, of Mt Martha, Victoria, which she 
titled "Litigious, Loquacious George - George Clisby and the extended family in Australia". 
 
George Clisby was the sixth of fourteen children of James & Mary Clisby, and reportedly "selfish, manipulative, 
domineering bully; the self appointed head of the family. He became a serial bankrupt; was not averse to subtle 
extortion, was extravagant with other peoples property and money, a gambler, rogue, villain, liar, and a cheat." 
 
George's mother Mary Neate was reputedly from a prominent Quaker family and we think well educated. hence her 
children were also, the youngest, Redford, for instance, was a choralist and flute player of note. 
 
George, for a period  during his youth, worked with an older brother William and their father, selling  'cheaper cuts' of 
meat and offal from his father's meat stall at Newport Market, Soho. Sheep, cattle and oxen were driven from market 
towns outside London, particularly Reading in Berkshire, where a large live stock market sold beasts at auction before 
sending them to the city being on-sold, then slaughtered. The carcases were then sold to butchers in the inner and outer 
metropolis before the meat was on-sold to the public. 
 
George's older brother William operated a butcher shop at 32 Liverpool Street, Bishopsgate, London shortly after his 
marriage in 1817 until his untimely death at age 38, but William's widow Mary Elizabeth (Stapleton) Clisby, continued 
to operate the business at the Liverpool address with the assistance of a foreman butcher until shortly before her death 
in 1884. 
 
George saw himself in a far more dignified occupation, preferably rubbing sholders with the gentry and not having to 
exert too much physical energy in pursuit of the lifestyle to which he aspired. 
 
In June 1816 George Clisby, aged 20, married Sarah Warren, the 27 year old daughter of his master, Thomas David 
Warren, a peruke maker. Thomas Warren had served his peruke (wig) makers apprenticeship under his late father 
Archibald Warren, succeeding him in 1794, continuing the business at Paved Alley in Crown Court, St James 
Picaddily. Thomas paid the annual tax from 1811-1813. 
 
George's marriage took place on the southe side of the Thames at St Mary, Newington, the same church where his 
parents married in 1789, but not in the parish Sarah and her family were long associated with at St James, 
Westminster. The reasons for 'crossing the river' soon became evident. Sarah was 3 months pregnant at the time of 
their marriage. 
 
Sarah's father, Thomas David Warren, died in 1818, leaving his widow Elizabeth Warren, a comparatively wealthy 
woman. She continued to reside at Crown Court, but the lease of the 'town-house' at 3 Pickering Place, St James 
Westminster, was not transferred into her name from that of her late husband, but to that of her son-in-law, George, 
where he stayed until 1836. After George went to Australia, it was then transferred to Elizabeth Warren's name. 
 
At the time of his marriage, George was engaged as a hairdresser, dressing and powdering wigs from premises in 
Dulwich, Surrey. On the death of Thomas Warren he quickly moved back across the river to Crown Court, Pall Mall 
where he took over the business as a perfumer and hairdresser - dressing the wigs of the raffish bucks and dandies. 
This was the era when the outrageous behaviour of the bucks and dandies became intolerable. 
 
In Sept 1826 "Mr George Clisby, hairdresser and billiard table proprietor of Pickering Place, St James Street, 
appeared to answer on information laid against him for suffering billiards to be played at his house on Sundays......" 
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Three months later "George Clisby, perfumer of Crown Court, Pall Mall" to answer a banruptcy charge. 
The next business venture, once again financed by his mother-in-law, who having settled his debts from the failed 
hairdressing business and billiards parlour, saw him operating as a corn dealer and seedsman, at Hungerford Market. 
 
Again his mother-in-law paved the way by assisting to clear his debts and providing funds to take on the lease of a 
Public House. 
 
In 1829, they held baptism of three children at St Bride, Fleet Street, and  was listed as George a licensed Victualler 
of "The George" at 8 Harding Street London.  This establishment was used by the Ultra Radicalism and Convivial Debating Clubs, for Trade Meetings, as an 
unlicensed theatre and as a pickup joint frequented by adventurers and characters from the 1800-1830's. 
 
Not surprising, George's venture as a licensed Victualler operating  "The George" was short lived. 
 
There are very detailed Newspaper and court records of the affairs of George Clisby, and are replicated in Susan E 
Woods, "Li Lo George 2014" document, available in the State Library and the SA Family History Society library. 
 
In 1835, Mrs Elizabeth Warren, exasperated by her son-in-law's failure to manage any business she supported him in 
and having endured frequent demands on her assets, being pressured by relatives and her lawyers, was presented with 
an opportunity to distance herself from her son-in-law and provide him with one last chance to redeem himself, despite 
physicaly distancing himself from her beloved daughter and grandchildren. 
 
1838 George's mother-in-law acquired land in King William Street, and country acres in Currency Creek, and 
another at Inman Valley, from London (via the Wakefield Scheme). Mrs Warren appointed George her agent to, 
within  a specified period, settle, clear and work it.   
George, Sarah and family, apart from their eldest daughter (22yo) Priscilla Elizabeth, (who stayed with her 
grandmother Elizabeth Warren), left for South Australia in July 1838 on the ship Rajasthan. 
 
John Ebenezer Clisby, George's eldest deceased brother John's son, arrived to South Australia also in 1838 in the ship 
Prince George. 
 

  
2.2.2. George & family life in South Australia.  
George and family camped on George's mother-in-law's Town Acre 171 (corner Waymouth & King William streets) 
until they were able to build a small timber cottage with stables. The second Town Acre 172, facing Waymouth Street 
was shared with Robert Gouger.  
 
Finally in September 1840, George took up the country land on behalf of Mrs Warren. Engaging the service of several 
carpenters, including his nephew John Clisby and son Charles, they went ahead to Inman Valley where a 2 roomed 
cottage was constructed from saplings felled on the site. Once completed George returned to Adelaide, where a 
bullock team and dray were hired to transport his wife Sarah, daughters Emma and Harriet and youngest son George 
Lewis along with the family possessions. 
 
After less than six years stuggling, George mortgaged the land to raise capital, and returned to Adelaide. The money 
provided for funds to construct the City Arms Hotel on King William Street. 
 
In 1848, news arrived from London that Elizabeth Warren had died. George hastily booked a passage on the first 
available Vessel sailing from Port Adelaide to London (barque Victoria). It was to his great consternation that his 
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mother-in-law Mrs Warren had bequeathed her entire estate to her eldest grand-daughter, George's eldest 
daughter Priscilla. Neither George nor his wife Sarah, were to benefit at all. 
 After George had run around London spending what money he had brought with him for almost a year, true to form, 
he over extended himself. By the time it came to his departure, he was once again in debt and none of his 
acquaintances were prepared to loan him money for his return to South Australia. 
 
The rest of the Clisby family (except his brothers Charles and James) emigrated to South Australia. 
 
1849 George convinced his daughter Pricilla to accompany him, George booked cabin passage (first class!) for himself 
and daughter aboard the Cheapside. His youngest brother Redford and his wife Eliza Quantrell, and children Eliza 
Sarah, Matilda, Emily, Rosa, Isabella and son Redford Edwin had been booked in to travel as steerage passengers 
(economy class).  William Clisby, the nephew (son of George's deceased brother William), and Elizabeth Sarah 
Clisby (daughter of George's eldest deceased brother John) also travelled in steerage. 
 
George's 2 sisters Sarah Clisby Hill (Susan E Woods' ancestor), and Mary Clisby Edmunds, and their families also 
travelled in 1849 to South Australia on the ship Calphurnia. 
 
Around 1852 Georges's nephew, son of  a younger deceased brother James Clisby, Redford Clisby travelled to South 
Australia on a ship (unknown), and headed for the Victorian Goldfields at Mt Ararat in the 1850's. 
 
George continued his reportedly "selfish, manipulative, domineering bully; the self appointed head of the family. He 
became a serial bankrupt; was not averse to subtle extortion, was extravagant with other peoples property and money, 
a gambler, a rogue, villain, liar, and a cheat."  
The details of how Priscilla handled her father (as she inherited all of Elizabeth Warren's property, that her father was 
merely an agent for) and how the other Clisby families fared, is detailed in Susan E Woods book"Li Lo George 2014". 
  
1876 Georges's nephew, son of  a younger deceased brother James Clisby, William Clisby & his wife Amelia Walter 
and family travelled to South Australia on the ship Sir James Lawrence in 1876, the year of George's death. 
 2.2.2. James Clisby 1806-1852 
 James Clisby, George's younger brother, was a twin with his sister Harriett, born 3 September 1806 and both baptised 
on 29 Oct 1806 at St Giles in the Fields, London. 
1830 James was a baker when he married Winefred Elizabeth Cavanaugh on 26 April 1830 at St Mary Newington. 
Their address was Whitehart Place Kennington Lane, Lambeth, Surrey. 
 
James was a journeyman baker - was employed where work was available in and around the city, and as most bakers 
start work in the middle of the night - he was frequently away from home - lodging with his masters. 
 
1835 London directories had James at Whitehart Place Kennington Lane, Lambeth, Surrey. 
1841 White Hart Place residence, Union St Lambeth, and in the 1841 census James Clisby (baker) was at 9 Upper 
Crown St, St Margaret Westminster. 
1851, the UK census has James still as a baker and the family at 1 Dyers Place Newington, with the 18 year old son 
James Clisby as a Copperplate Printer.  
1851 Redford Clisby would have been 19 years old, and his working address was his master's Grocer's shop at 2 
High Street Camberwell. Around 1852 Georges's nephew, son of  a younger deceased brother James Clisby, Redford Clisby travelled to South 
Australia on a ship (unknown), and headed for the Victorian Goldfields at Mt Ararat in the 1850's. 
 1852 James Clisby, George Clisby's younger brother, dies, George and his family had been in Australia since 1838, 
and many of the other siblings emigrated in 1849. 
 
2.2.3. Redford Clisby 1831-1914  
1851 Redford Clisby would have been 19 years old, and his his working address was his master's Grocer's shop at 2 
High Street Camberwell, according to the 1851 UK census. 
 
Around 1852 Georges's nephew, son of  a younger deceased brother James Clisby, Redford Clisby travelled to South 
Australia on a ship (unknown), and headed for the Victorian Goldfields at Mt Ararat in the 1850's. 
 Redford married married Ann Ward in a tent on the diggings at Cathcart, 10 Dec 1856, Victoria Australia. 
 
Ann Ward was born in 1939 in Wedmore, Somerset was the daughter of Thomas E Ward (1808-1871). 
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Wikipedia:-Wedmore is a village and civil parish in the county of Somerset, England. It is situated on raised ground, 
in the Somerset Levels between the River Axe and River Brue, often called the Isle of Wedmore. It forms part of 
Sedgemoor district. The parish consists of three main villages: Wedmore, Blackford and Theale, with 14 hamlets 
including Bagley, Cocklake, Mudgley, Panborough and Sand. Wedmore has a population of 3,318 according to the 
2011 census. 
It is located 4 miles (6 km) south of Cheddar, 7 miles (11 km) west of the city of Wells and 7 miles (11 km) north west 
of Glastonbury. 
 
2.2.4. Thomas and Sarah Ganfield Ward's family.  
(details from Webtree.com) 
Thomas Ward (1808-1871) was born in Wedmore Somerset. He married Sarah Ganfield (1805-1879) on July 14, 1828 
and they had 7 children, Thomas Ward (1831-1904), Sarah Ward (1832-1919), Jane Ward (1835-1899), Robert Ward 
(1835-1864), Ann Ward (1839-1921), Ellen Ward (1841-1877) and Hester Ward. 
 
All the children were born in Wedmore, Somerset. 
 
Thomas Ward, wife and three children, emigrated to Australia on the Barque, Mariner, an American ship of 683 tons, 
captained by Robert Harland landed at Port Adelaide on Friday 25 September 1847. (S.A. Register Wed 29 Sept 1847) 
from London and Plymouth. 
 
Around 1852 Redford Clisby travelled to South Australia on a ship (unknown), and headed for the Victorian 
Goldfields at Mt Ararat in the 1850's. 
 Redford Clisby married married Ann Ward in a tent on the diggings at Cathcart, 10 Dec 1856, Victoria Australia. 
In 1856, Redford3 met and married Ann Ward in a tent on the diggings at Cathcart, 10 Dec 1856, Victoria Australia. 
This was close to Portland/Mt Ararat gold fields but they later returned to Nairne, South Australia where Anne Ward's 
parents, Thomas and Sarah, and her siblings lived. 
 
 
The SA Alamnac has Thomas Ward , Tinsmith living at Sydney Street, Nairne between 1865 and 1871.  
A Thomas Ward was the owner of allotments 60, 61, 68 & 69, which in current days has the petrol station, opposite 
the historic Post Office. We do not know if this was Thomas senior or junior. 
 

 We can assume that the above Ranger is Thomas Ward junior. 
 
Thomas Ward married Frances Dalton Aug 29 1852 at St James Church Blakiston,  lived at Blakiston (near Nairne), 
but Frances died in Horsham in 1880, and Thomas in Horsham 1904. They had 6 children of which Charles Ward died 
in 1918 in Horsham, and James Ward died in 1887 in Horsham. 
 
Sarah Ward died in 1919, Jane Ward 1899. 
 
Robert Ward married Jane Dalton (Frances' sister) in 1854 at Ballarat Victoria both dying in 1916 place unknown, 
their children were Mary Jane, Eliza, Edward, George Ward. 
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2.3. Redford3 Clisby 1832-1914 m1856 Ann Ward 1839-1921  
 
1 Redford3 Clisby 1832-1914 m1856 Ann Ward 1839-1921   2 Thomas Clisby 1858-1863 (Nairne) 
  2 Redford4 Clisby 1860-1863 (Nairne) 
  2 William1 Clisby 1862-1928 m1889 Emma Brenton 1860-1929     3 William Redford John Clisby 1890-1890 1month old 
    3 Emma Winifred Clisby 1892-1934 m1918 Samuel Henry Lovell 1885-1958 
    3 William2 Redford Clisby 1894-1949 m1 1919 Ruby Roberts 1896-1927 
    3 William2 Redford Clisby 1894-1949 m2 1930 Annie Lavinia Brooks 1895-1995 
    3 Robert Harold Clisby 1897-1958 m1925 Beatrice Maud Stevenson / Huthwaite 1888 
    3 Dorothy Lampshed (Lampshire?) Clisby 1899-1902 3 yo 
    3 Dorothy Lucy Clisby 1904-1992 Spinster 
   2 Winifred Elizabeth Clisby 1865-1950 m1897 Thomas Brenton 1869-1941      3 Winifred Adelaide Maude Brenton 1899-1914 
     3 Gladys May Brenton 1901 m1922  MacHamilton Inglis 1900 
     3 Thomas Roy Brenton 1902 m1933 Irene Winifred Bertha Berry 1905 
     3 Marjorie Brenton 1905 m1926  William Armstrong Gotts 1904 
  2 Redford5 Clisby 1867-1957 m1894 at Bride's res Walkerville Esther Davey 1874(Burra)-1977!!  
  2 Robert Edmonds Clisby 1869-1933 m1909 at Lucy Elborough Page 1880-1951  
  2 (Ann) Beatrice Clisby 1872-1963 m1894 John Taylor 1871 
  2 Florence Clisby 1874-1968  m1902 James Lyall Craigie 1877-1951 
  2 Albert Edward Clisby 1877-1959 m1911 Mabel Eliza Chapman 1887      3 Alberts children = Maxwell Lyall, Leslie Redford, Fay, Mary 
  2 Herbert Edwin Clisby 1879-1942 m1905 Agnes Isabella Wilson 1886      3 Herberts children = Thora, Una. 
  2 Eleanor Maud Clisby 1881 (youngest daughter) m1907 Albert Charles L/SiberyNaughton 1876-?  
2.3.1. Summary: (Rett - William2 Redford Clisby's grand-parents)  
In 1831 Redford3 Clisby was born to James Redford Clisby b1765, and Winefred Cavanagh, and baptised 23 Oct 1831 
in Lambeth London 
1833 James Redford Clisby died in Lambeth, Redford3's grandfather 
1841 UK census has siblings Redford 9, James 8 and William 7. 
1849 Thomas E Ward, wife and 3 children arrive at Port Adelaide on the barque "Mariner". In 1851 Redford1 (Redford3's uncle?) took passage on the "Anna Maria" bound for Melbourne, with many passengers 
bound for the gold fields.  
Around 1852 the son of James Clisby, Redford3 Clisby travelled to South Australia on a ship (unknown), and headed 
for the Victorian Goldfields at Mt Ararat in the 1850's. 
 
In 1856, Redford3 met and married Ann Ward at Portland/Mt Ararat gold fields, they return to Nairne, South Australia 
where Anne Ward's parents, Thomas and Sarah, and her siblings lived. 
 
The SA Alamnac has Thomas Ward , Tinsmith living at Sydney Street, Nairne between 1865 and 1871. He (or his son 
Thomas) was the owner of allotments 60, 61, 68 & 69, which in current days has the petrol station, opposite the 
historic Post Office. 
 
1881 UK census has Redford3's brother James John Clisby with spouse Selina Elizabeth (2nd wife), born Lambeth 
Surrey England but residence 22 Farrar St Leeds Yorkshire, occupation Hatter. 
1891 Census Children Selina W 23, Christina E 20, Margaret E 18, Harry 16.  
Redford3 and Ann moved to Nairne where he was a storekeeper. We are not sure what type of store, but a clue can be 
taken as in the UK 1851 census his father was listed as a baker, while 19 yo Redford3 was listed as living at his 
master's Grocer Store, in High Street Camberwell.  
 
They had 11 children between 1858 and 1880 while at Nairne, and the National Library's website has many 'hits' of 
Redford3 being involved in community and council affairs. 
 
Redford1 (music man) sold his businesses in Adelaide between 1866 and 1870 and during 1872-1880, we suspect 
Redford1 Clisby returned to London "to expressly select stock  by R.Clisby from London and the Continent". 
 
When Redford3's uncle (Redford1) did return,  Redford1 purchased a property at the corner of Childers and Jeffcott St, 
a villa which is still standing in 2015, he used the description "Redford Clisby of London, gentleman".  
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Redford3 Clisby was declared a bankrupt in 1882. Redford3 and his wife would have had 8 
children at home in 1879, his eldest William being 17 years old, the youngest Eleanor, a new-born 
baby. 
In 1885 Almanac Redford3 was listed as a storekeeper assistant at Margaret St N.A. (Off Archer St), and in 1886 
Redford3 was listed as a Furniture Salesman at Margaret St N.A. (Off Archer St). 
 
Between 1887-1889 Redford3 is a Dairyman 34 Archer St N.A, (his son William1 Clisby later would take up dairying 
at Magill)..  
Redford3 disappears off the Almanac between  1890-1904, when  Redford3's, children married, - William1 in 
1889, Redford5 & Beatrice in 1894, Winifred in 1897, and the others between 1902 and 1911. 
 
1904 onwards, Newpaper advertisements have Redford3 regularly posting "impounded animal" notices. 
 
Redford3 died 24 Jun 1914, at his residence of 145 Melbourne Street North Adelaide, while Ann died 26 May 1921 at 
her son's Robert Edmond Clisby home at MacKinnon Parade North Adelaide. 
 
2.3.2. Events in Redford3's life in Chronological order.   
1765 James Redford Clisby was born London to Thomas Clisby and Jane Ashton in 1810??. 
1830 James Redford Clisby marries Winefred Elizabeth Cavanaugh 
1832 Redford3 Clisby was born to James Redford Clisby b1765, and Winefred Cavanagh. 
1833 James Redford Clisby (1765-1833) died? St Mary Lambeth England. 
1839 Ann Ward  was born at Somerset, England. 
 
1849-1851 Many of James & Mary Neate Clisby's children emigrate to South Australia. 
 
1856 Redford3 Clisby and Ann Ward were married at Mount Ararat Goldfields/ Portland on 10 Dec 1856. In 
1906, on their 50th (Golden) Anniversary, they lived at Old Botanic Park, North Adelaide. 
Redford died 24 Jun 1914, while Ann died 26 May 1921 at his residence at North Adelaide. 
 
1858 Thomas Clisby(1) born at Nairne in 1863. 
1860 Redford4 Clisby(2)  born at Nairne. 
 
1862 William1 Clisby(3) born to Redford3 Clisby and Ann Ward at Nairne SA. 
1863 Redford4 and Thomas Clisby died very young. 
 1865 Winifred Elizabeth Clisby(4) born, at Nairne and  
1866 Advert for Redford1(Uncle?)  Music shop in Rundle St under new owners. 
1867 Redford5 Clisby(5)  born at Nairne. 
1869 Robert Edmonds Clisby (6) 
1872 (Ann) Beatrice Clisby(7)  
1874 Florence Clisby(8) 
1877 Albert Edward Clisby(9) born at Nairne 
1877-1880 Almanac Redford3 Clisby  a Storekeeper at Nairne  
1879  Herbert Edwin Clisby(10) born at Nairne 
1879 Redford3 Clisby buys the land at Nairne  
1881  Eleanor Maud Clisby(11) born at Nairne. 
 

 1879 Redford Clisby Buys the Land at Nairne ( I dont think the title above was for a shop) 
 

1881 Redford3 Clisby sells the land at Nairne to an agent (Leases it?)  
1881 This is the last mention in the Almanac re Nairne. 
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1881-2 Almanac Redford? Clisby  a Storekeeper at Carrington St,  
1881 (August) Redford3 Clisby leases Pt Town Acre 922, Childers St for 5 years, but September the lease is cancelled. 
1882 Almanac Redford3  Clisby  a Storekeeper at Childers St N.A. & a Storekeeper at Carrington St 
 

  
 

   

 1881-1882 Redford1 Clisby (Redford3's uncle), purchases the grand property on the corner of Childers & Jeffcott 
Street. Redford1 sells it in 1882, and dies in 1884. 
 1883 10th November, Redford3 Clisby of North Adelaide, wood and coal merchant (assignment/bankrupt?) 
1883-1884 Almanac Redford3 Clisby, Storekeeper Childers St North Adelaide. 
 
1884 Redford1 Clisby dies at his residence at Vincent St, off Gilles St Adelaide. Redford 3's uncle. 
 
1885 Redford?  salesman of Childers St North Adelaide. 
 
1885 Almanac Redford3 is a storekeeper assistant at Margaret St N.A. (Off Archer St) 
1886 Almanac Redford3 is a Furniture Salesman at Margaret St N.A. (Off Archer St) 
1887-1889 Almanac Redford3 is a Dairyman 34 Archer St N.A, his son William1 Clisby later would take up dairying. 
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. 
In 1890, Redford disappears off the Almanac 

  
1904 Almanac  Redford3 Clisby as a Pound Keeper of North Park Lands,  

  
1905 Herbert Edwin Clisby married Agnes Isabella Wilson  
1910 Redford3 Clisby was charged with selling adulterated milk. The Metro County Board said the milk was sold by Clisby's servant, Reginald Hutton, but Clisby's name was on the cart. (note Almanac has a 1889 Redford3 
Clisby, dairyman at 34 Archer St North Adelaide, which is 100 yards from the East Parklands.) 
 
1911 Albert Edward Clisby married Mabel Eliza Chapman  
1914 Almanac Albert Clisby Carpenter and builder, McLaren Vale 
1914 Almanac Herbert Edwin Clisby farmer, Hampstead Heath Yatala Vale 
 
1914 Redford3 Clisby died-"24 June at his residence 145 Melbourne St North Adelaide Redford beloved Husband of 
Ann Clisby 82 years." 
 
There is no Will register in the S.A. Probate but his wife Ann (Ward) Clisby lived at the Melbourne Street address 
with her son Robert Edmonds, then again with Robert when he moved around the corner as a fishmonger, to 19 
McKinnon Parade North Adelaide. 

 1920 Robert Edmonds Clisby Fruiterer 145 Melbourne St North Adelaide (his father's (Redford3) property) 
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1921 Ann (Ward) Clisby dies at her son Robert Clisby at 19 McKinnon Parade North Adelaide. Her Memorial stated 
"Mrs R Clisby was born at Somerset, England, in 1839, and thus passed away at the advanced age of eighty two years. 
She was married to Redford Clisby (who predeceased 1914) at Portland Bay (Vic? Mt Ararat Goldfields?), on Dec 10 
1856. She came to Nairne from Melbourne 62 years ago, where she was converted under the ministry of the Rev 
Thomas Lloyd. When she first came to Adelaide (from Nairne) she attended Archer St and was a member of the class 
meeting. There were nine surviving children, five sons and four daughters viz "William, Redford, Robert, Albert, 
Herbert and Mrs Brenton (Plympton), Mrs Naughter(ton?) (Prospect), Mrs Taylor (Prospect), Mrs Craigie 
(Medindie). She died triumphantly, with her loved ones singing hymns she loved. In her life were exemplified those 
christian graces of faith and love which make a woman a true Christian and mother. She was a central figure of the 
family, and although her children had reached mature years, they continued to look to her as their guide and example. 
Memoriam conducted in Melbourne Street Church." .  
See the separate chapter on the Ward family. 
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2.4.  William1 Clisby 1862-1928 m1889 Emma Brenton 1860-1929  
 
1 Redford3 Clisby 1832-1914 m1856 Ann Ward 1839-1921   2 Thomas Clisby 1858-1863 (Nairne) 
  2 Redford4 Clisby 1860-1863 (Nairne) 
  2 William1 Clisby 1862-1928 m1889 Emma Brenton 1860-1929 
    3 William Redford John Clisby 1890-1890 1month old 
    3 Emma Winifred Clisby 1892-1934 m1918 Samuel Henry Lovell 1885-1958 
    3 William2 Redford Clisby 1894-1949 m1919 Ruby Roberts 1896-1927 
    3 William2 Redford Clisby 1894-1949 m1930 Annie Lavinia Brooks 1895-1995 
    3 Robert Harold Clisby 1897-1958 m1925 Beatrice Maud Stevenson / Huthwaite 1888 
    3 Dorothy Lampshed (Lampshire?) Clisby 1899-1902 3 yo 
    3 Dorothy Lucy Clisby 1904-1992 Spinster    2 Winifred Elizabeth Clisby 1865-1950 m1897 Thomas Brenton 1869-1941 
     3 Winifred Adelaide Maude Brenton 1899-1914 
     3 Gladys May Brenton 1901 m1922  MacHamilton Inglis 1900 
     3 Thomas Roy Brenton 1902 m1933 Irene Winifred Bertha Berry 1905 
     3 Marjorie Brenton 1905 m1926  William Armstrong Gotts 1904 
  2 Redford5 Clisby 1867-1957 m1894 at Bride's res Walkerville Esther Davey 1874(Burra)-1977!!  
  2 Robert Edmonds Clisby 1869-1933 m1909 at Lucy Elborough Page 1880-1951  
  2 (Ann) Beatrice Clisby 1872-1963 m1894 John Taylor 1871 
  2 Florence Clisby 1874-1968  m1902 James Lyall Craigie 1877-1951 
  2 Albert Edward Clisby 1877-1959 m1911 Mabel Eliza Chapman 1887 
     3 Alberts children = Maxwell Lyall, Leslie Redford, Fay, Mary 
  2 Herbert Edwin Clisby 1879-1942 m1905 Agnes Isabella Wilson 1886 
     3 Herberts children = Thora, Una. 
  2 Eleanor Maud Clisby 1881 (youngest daughter) m1907 Albert Charles L/SiberyNaughton(Naughter?) 1876-? 
 
2.4.1. Summary: (Retts - William2 Redford Clisby's parents)  
William1 Clisby was born to (Redford3 Clisby 1832-1914 Ann Ward) and had 10 siblings, 
Thomas Clisby(1) Redford4 Clisby(2), Winifred Elizabeth Clisby(4), Redford5 Clisby(5), Robert 
Edmonds Clisby (6), (Ann) Beatrice Clisby(7), Florence Clisby(8), Albert Edward Clisby(9), 
Herbert Edwin Clisby(10) and Eleanor Maud Clisby(11), all born at Nairne. 
 
William1 was the son of Redford3 Clisby, a store keeper and grandnephew? of the pioneer colonist 
and Music Warehouesman of Rundle Street, Redford1 Clisby. 
 
Between 1849 and 1866, Redford1 Clisby was a "Grocer & Storekeeper" of Hindley Street, and 
later Rundle Street where his Music Instruments Warehouse. 
 
His granduncle Redford1 went back to England and the Continent somewhere between 1870-1879, 
where his cousins Redford2 Edwin Clisby married, and Isabella Clisby married in London.  
 
In 1881 William1 would have 19 years of age, and assumedly working in his father's shop, but 
with his father disappearing??, we are not sure how the family survived.  
 
From 1904 we see Redford3 had a position as the North Adelaide Pound Keeper, and dabbled as a 
Milk vendor, and he and his wife lived at 145 Melbourne St North Adelaide until his death in 
1914. 
 
There was no registered Will, so we are unsure what happened to Redford3's estate 
 
With Redford3's Milk vendor experience, William1 may have had the experience as a dairyman. 
 
William1 married Emma Brenton in 1889, and the Almanac had William as a poulterer Parker St 
(east side), off Jerningham St  but after a few years with no reference in the Almanac, he 
reappeared in 1896 as a dairyman, Murray Park. 
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We think that Emma Clisby inherited the Murray Park of four allotments opposite a reserve, as the 
land title is in her name "for her separate use", which is the usual wording when a family pass on 
property to their daughter, and not the son-in-law. 
 
For ten years William1 appears to work the Dairy, but in 1911 the family breaks down when 
William1 is charged with assault on Emma, and is fined and warned, but a year later William1 is 
jailed for a month for not heading the Judge's edicts. 
 
In 1910 William2 had been apprenticed as a "Horse Collar Maker", but in 1915 enlists in WW1, 
and serves in Egypt and later in France, after the war in 1918 he was listed as a "Saddler". 
 
In 1918 Emma Winifred Clisby marries Samuel Henry Lovell  and in 1919 William2 Redford 
Clisby marries Ruby Roberts. 
 
William2 and his brother Robert Harold join forces as builders and a list of properties in their joint 
names is impressive. 
 
In 1925 Robert Harold Clisby marries Beatrice Maud Stevenson / Huthwaite . 
 
The family was estranged from William1 due to his alcoholism, and William1 dies in 1928. 
 
2.4.2. Chronology of William1 Clisby & Emma Brenton  
 
1858 Thomas Clisby(1) 1858-1863 (Nairne) 
1860 Redford4 Clisby(2) 1860-1863 (Nairne) 
 
1860 Emma Brenton born to John Brenton and Mary Ann Lampshire at Kooringa, Burra. 
 
Brenton - from http://www.burrahistory.info/BurraResearch.htm#Brenton 
On my side of the family John and Mary Ann BRENTON are my great, great grandparents. Note that their family, 
born at Burra, are recorded in the Engine House display at the Mines. However, my great Grandmother, Catherine 
Brenton, and her brother James Brenton were born in Zelah near Perranzabuloe , Cornwall prior to emigration in 
1851. The Brentons moved on to Moonta Mines where Catherine married James Letcher. 
 1862 William1 Clisby(3) born to Redford3 Clisby and Ann Ward at Nairne SA. 
1865 Winifred Elizabeth Clisby(4) born, at Nairne  
1866 Advert for Redford1 Music shop in Rundle St under new owners. 
1867 Redford5(5) Clisby born at Nairne. 
1869 Robert Edmonds Clisby6) 
 1871 Redford1 Clisby Newspaper advt = "Redford Clisby has on sale, at G. Mumme & Co's office, next Hotel Europe, 
Grenfell St, Violins, Bows, Banjos, Tamborines, Cornets and Saxehorns by Millereau of Paris. Music stools, 
concertinas, Drums, Triangles, Organ Accordions, Horns, Strings and Tutors. Which in consequence of the returning 
to London as soon as possible will be sold at wholesale prices." 
 
1872 (Ann) Beatrice Clisby(7)  
1874 Florence Clisby(8) 
1877 Albert Edward Clisby(9) born at Nairne 
1879 Herbert ,  Clisby(10) born at Nairne 
 
In 1879, we can assume that Redford1(Williams grand-father) returned to Adelaide from London, and then assisted 
his only son Redford3 to purchase Redford3's shop in Nairne. Redford3 and his wife would have 8 children at home in 
1879, his eldest William being 17 years old, the youngest, a new-born baby. 
1881 Eleanor Maud Clisby(11) born at Nairne. 
 
1881 William1 would have 19 years of age, and assumedly working in his father's shop at Nairne. 
 
1889 William married Emma Brenton, the daughter of John Brenton , a Stationer from Adelaide 
1891-1893 Almanac William Clisby poulterer Parker St (east side), off Jerningham St N.A. 
1894 Almanac No William!! 
1896 Almanac reappears as a dairyman, Murray Park. 
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1897 Emma Clisby, a married woman had the title ct620/42 over lots 240, 241, 242 & 243 of sec 327, Hd Adelaide at 
Balmoral Rd Murray Park, opposite a Botanic Reserve (inherited from father John Brenton?). 
1894-1904 Almanac William Clisby Dairyman Magill 
1906-1908 Almanac William Clisby Magill (no occupation given) 
1910-1914 Almanac William Clisby Magill (labourer) 

  

 Murray Park in 1938 from the State Library Photo collection 
 

1911 "Police Officer fined :- A charge of having assaulted 17 yo William Redford Clisby was preferred against 
mounted constable Wellington of Magill. --- after a Police parade of cadets, on dismissing the officer in charge told 
the boys to behave themselves, but they proceeded to remove rails from a fence. Walking over to the boys he asked 
them to replace the rails. Clisby called out that the witness could not bluff him and behaved in an impudent manner. 
He hit him with a stick 18 inches in length. The accused was fined 10/-". 
 
1914 Emma, the eldest daughter was 22 yo and unmarried, William would have been 20yo and Dorothy 10 years old. 
 
1914 William1 Clisby and Emma Clisby separate after a court case of Cruelty. 
"Killing by Inches", Allegations of cruelty and neglect to provide maintenance for his wife and two children were 
made in the Adelaide Police Court on Friday against William Clisby from whom Emma Clisby sought a separtion 
order under the Married Women's Protection Act. The case was heard before Messrs T. Gepp, E.C. Clucas and H. 
Wells. Mr Muirhead for the prosecution said the parties had been married for 25 years and during the last six months 
the defendant had given his wife a terrible time. He had remarked that he intended to kill her by inches. He had caught 
her by the throat, thrown her down, and kicked her. Complainant had for the sake of the family, delayed bringing the 
matter to Court previously, but his conduct had become intolerable. On one occasion he caught his son by the throat 
and threatened to pull his heart out. He had often called his wife and daughters prostitutes. Complainant gave 
evidence and the court granted separation and the custody of the children. Defendant was ordered to pay £1 a week 
maintenance and £1.16/- costs. 
 
1915 William Clisby was charged with having failed to comply with an order made by the court for the payment of £1 
per week (£29 in total) for the maintenance of his wife. He pleaded guilty, an order was made for 1 months 
imprisonment and the payment of £1.16/- costs. The warrant is to be held over for one week to give him an 
opportunity of making some arrangement of the matter. 
 
1915-1928 William1 Clisby is not mentioned in the Almanac again 
 
1928 William1 Clisby died 66 years of age. 
1930 Emma Clisby died 70 years of age. 
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2.5. Redford5 Clisby 1867-1957 m1894 Esther Davey 1874(Burra)-1977!!   
1 Redford5 Clisby 1867-1957 m1894 Esther Davey 1874(Burra)-1977 
  2 Clement Redford Clisby 1895-1973 m Sylvia Langenberger 1895 
  2 Norman Lockhart Clisby 1898-1981 
  2 Clarence Edward Clisby 1901-1990 
  2 Elsie Esther Clisby 1904 
  2 Melva Gertrude Clisby 1906 
  2 Keith Raymond Clisby 1912-1991 
 
2.4.1. Summary: (Retts - William Redford Clisby's grand-parents brother) 1867 Redford5 Clisby born at Nairne. 
1894 Redford5 Clisby  married at Bride's res Walkerville Esther Davey  
(Redford5 would have been 27 years old) 
 
1895-96 Almanac Redford Clisby Carpenter, Cambridge St Hackney 
1895 July Redford5 buys lot10 Garnett St Gilberton 
1895 Sept Robert Edmonds buys lot9 Garnett St Gilberton, and leases it to Redford5 
 

 1895 Clement Redford Clisby born 
1897 Almanac Redford Clisby Carpenter & woodyard Gilberton 
1898 Norman Lockhart Clisby born 
1901 Clarence Edward Clisby born 
1904 Elsie Esther Clisby born 
1906 Melva Gertrude Clisby born 
1904-1955 Almanac Redford Clisby Carpenter & Joiner, 8-10 Garnet St Gilberton 
1912 Keith Raymond Clisby born 
 
1957 Redford5 Clisby dies 90 years old 
1977??? Ester Clisby dies 



        page 20 

2.6. Robert Edmonds Clisby 1869-1933 m1909 Lucy Elborough Page 1880-1951 
2.6.1. Summary: (Retts - William Redford Clisby's grand-parents brother)  
1869 Robert Edmonds Clisby born at Nairne. 
1872 (Ann) Beatrice Clisby born at Nairne. 
1877 Albert Edward Clisby born at Nairne 
1877 Almanac Redford3  Clisby  a Storekeeper at Nairne, Mrs Clisby?  in Melbourne St North Adelaide. 
  
1895 Sept Robert Edmonds buys lot9 Garnett St Gilberton, and leases it to Redford5 
1907 Robert Edmonds Clisby buys lot210-212, 215 in Aldgate 
1909 Robert Edmonds Clisby married Lucy Elborough Page  
 
1913 Eunice Lucy Clisby born at North Adelaide 
1914 "24 June at his residence 145 Melbourne St North Adelaide Redford3 beloved Husband of Ann Clisby 82 
years." 
 

  1915 Almanac 145 Melbourne St (Redford3s widow), 147 Melbourne St (Robert, fruitr) 
1916 Lloyd Wilbur Clisby born at North Adelaide 
1916-1917 Almanac 147 Melbourne St (Robert, fruitr) 
1915 Almanac 145 Melbourne St (Redford3s widow), 147 Melbourne St (Robert, fruitr) 
1916 Lloyd Wilbur Clisby born at North Adelaide 
1918 Raymond Robert Clisby born at North Adelaide 
1920 Almanac 145 Melbourne St (Redford3s widow), 147 Melbourne St (Robert, fruitr) 
1920 Robert and Lucy purchase 19 McKinnon Pde North Adelaide. 
 

 1921 Colin Horace Clisby born at North Adelaide 
1921 Ann (Ward) Clisby dies at her son Robert Clisby at 19 McKinnon Parade North Adelaide 
1921-4 Almanac R Clisby - fishmonger - 19 Mackinnon Parade East N.A. - 145 Melbourne St (Redford3s widow) 
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1923 Robert Edmonds Clisby sells lot210-212, 215 in Aldgate, and purchases property in Toorak Gdns 

  
1933 Robert Edmonds Clisby of North Adelaide dies - Probate notice shows assets of £4,575 
1940 Almanac Mrs L.E. Clisby 19 Mackinnon Pde E N.A. 
1951 Lucy Elborough Page dies 
 
 
2.7. Albert Edward Clisby 1877-1959 m1911 Mabel Eliza Chapman 1887    2  Albert Edward Clisby 1877-1959 m1911 Mabel Eliza Chapman 1887 
     3 Alberts children = Maxwell Lyall, Leslie Redford, Fay, Mary 
2.7.1. Summary: (Retts - William Redford Clisby's grand-parents brother) 1869 Robert Edmonds Clisby born at Nairne. 
1872 (Ann) Beatrice Clisby born at Nairne. 
1877 Albert Edward Clisby born at Nairne 
 
1917 Almanac A E. Clisby carpenter and builder  McLaren Vale 
1920-1927 Almanac A Clisby gardener Walkerville Nth Yatala Sth. 
 
 
2.8. Herbert Edwin Clisby 1879-1942 m1905 Agnes Isabella Wilson 1886   2 Herbert Edwin Clisby 1879-1942 m1905 Agnes Isabella Wilson 1886 
     3 Herberts children = Thora Dotheen, Una Alberta, Sydney Alfred. 
2.8.1. Summary: (Retts - William Redford Clisby's grand-parents brother) 1869 Robert Edmonds Clisby born at Nairne. 
1872 (Ann) Beatrice Clisby born at Nairne. 
1877 Albert Edward Clisby born at Nairne 
 
1920-1927 Almanac Herbert E Clisby dairyman Walkerville Av Walkerville Nth 
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3. William2 (Rett) Redford Clisby (1894 -1949) 
 
  2 William1 Clisby 1862-1928 m1889 Emma Brenton 1860-1929     3 William Redford John Clisby 1890-1890 1month old 
    3 Emma Winifred Clisby 1892-1934 m1918 Samuel Henry Lovell 1885-1958 
    3 William2 Redford Clisby 1894-1949 m1919 Ruby Roberts 1896-1927       4 Ruby May Clisby 1920-1984 ? 
      4 Dorothy Violet Clisby 1923 m Alfred Barlow? 
      4 Redford Winthrope Clisby 1927-1952 m Joan Longbottom ?-1958 
    3 William2 Redford Clisby 1894-1949 m1930 Annie Lavinia Brooks 1895-1995       4 Ruth Yvonne Clisby 1932 m Brian James Weidenhofer 1932-2007 
    3 Robert Harold Clisby 1897-1958 m1925 Beatrice Maud Stevenson / Huthwaite 1888 
    3 Dorothy Lampshed (Lampshire?) Clisby 1899-1902 3 yo 
    3 Dorothy Lucy Clisby 1904-1992 Spinster. 
 
3.1. Summary of the single William2 Redford Clisby 
 William2 Redford Clisby was born in 1894 to  William1 Clisby and Emma Brenton at Magill. He 
inherited his fathers (William1) first name and his grandfathers (Redford3) middle name. The 
name Redford had special significance from Thomas Clisby's wife Jane Ashton's family.  
 
William2 had 5 siblings,  William Redford John Clisby 1890-1890 1month old,  Emma Winifred 
Clisby, Robert Harold Clisby, Dorothy Lampshed (Lampshire?) Clisby 1899-1902 3 yo, and 
Dorothy Lucy Clisby. 
 
His father William1 was the son of Redford3 Clisby (grand-father), a store keeper and grand-
nephew of the pioneer colonist and Music warehouseman of Rundle street Redford1 Clisby. 
 
Redford1 Clisby was a "Grocer & Storekeeper" of Hindley Street, and later Rundle Street where 
his Music Instruments Warehouse. 
 
William1 was one of eleven children, and they lived in Nairne where he his father was storekeeper 
of what is unknown, but suspect a grocer as that was what he was in the UK 1851 census. 
 
They lived in Nairne for 25 years and we assume, William1 worked in his father's shop. 
 
In the 1880s William1's father (Redford3) went bankrupt, and they moved to North Adelaide. 
 
William1 married Emma Brenton in 1889,  and the Almanac had William1 as a poulterer off 
Jerningham St  but after a few years, reappeared in 1896 as a dairyman, Murray Park. 
 
We think that Emma Clisby, in 1897, inherited the Murray Park of four allotments opposite a 
reserve, as the land title is in her name "for her separate use", which is the usual wording when a 
family pass on property to their daughter, and not the son-in-law. 
 
For ten years William1 appears to work the Dairy, but in 1911 the family breaks down when 
William1 is charged with assault on Emma, and is fined and warned, but a year later William1 is 
jailed for a month for not heeding the Judge's edicts. 
 
This would have been very disruptive on William2 and his siblings, and infact William2 got into 
trouble with the police in his youth. 
 
In 1910 William2 had been apprenticed as a "Horse Collar Maker",  with Colton, Palmer & 
Preston, (see later for their background) but in 1915 he enlists in WW1, and serves in Egypt and 
later in France. 
 
After the war in 1918 he was listed as a "Saddler" and in 1919 he married Ruby Roberts. 
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3.2. Summary of William2 (Rett)  Redford Clisby, the soldier.   
In 1915 enlists in WW1, and serves in Egypt and later in France., after the war in 1918 he was listed as a "Saddler". 
 
William2's enlisting statistics show he was a large lad for his era, and they were:- 
"5 foot 11.5 inches tall and 189 pounds (85 Kilo) weight, had a dark complexion, dark hair and Hazel eyes". 
 Rett embarked on theHMAT Geelong A2 and reached Suez Dec 1915. Rett was in Tel-el-Kebir May 1916, Ismailia 
May 1916, June 1916 Abbassia Egypt, July 1916 Ras el Tin, Aug 1916 overseas per "Franconia", Aug 1916 posted to 
Tidworth UK for training (3 months). 
Feb1917 proceeded overseas to France per "SS Victoria" at Folkestone, marched to Etaples, July 1917 returned from 
France to Tidworth UK, Dec 1917 Dunstable, Jan 1918 Codford Marketry School, Feb 1918 Edinburgh Scotland, 
Harefield, Jan 1919 Hardcott,  and embarked on Mar 1919 on the "Kashmir" to Aust April 1919 at ceasation of 
hostilities. 
Rett did not receive any injuries 
. 
3.3. Summary of William2 Redford Clisby and Ruby Roberts.  
1897 Emma Clisby, a married woman had the title ct620/42 over lots 240, 241, 242 & 243 of sec 327, Hd Adelaide at 
Balmoral Rd Murray Park, opposite a Botanic Reserve. 

  
In 1919 William2 Redford Clisby marries Ruby Roberts at the Glenelg Salvation Army Church 
 
In  May 1919 William Redford Clisby purchased lot 244 (now 11 Park Terrace Magill), adjoining his mother's 
properties, and we assume it was a house for William and Ruby to live. 
Their children Ruby, Dorothy Violet Clisby , Redford Winthrope Clisby were born between 1920 and 1927. 
 
Between 1921 and 1923 the Almanac had W.R. Clisby Balmoral Av Magill as a Saddler (Horse Collar Maker). 
 
From 1921 William's brother, Robert Harold was listed in the Almanac as a carpenter, but from 1924 William Redford 
Clisby was listed as a builder, and many properties were purchased by Robert and William in nearby suburbs such as 
Rosslyn Park, Newstead (Trinity Gardens) and Murray Park.  
 
Sadly in 1927, Ruby William Redford Clisby's wife died of complications from the birth of her son Redford 
Winthrope. We are assuming that William's mother and his spinster sister Dorothy Lucy Clisby helped to look after 
William and Ruby's  children, as they lived next door.  
 
Things start to happen in succession, as in 1929 his mother Emma Clisby dies and her property is inherited by 
William's sister Dorothy Lucy Clisby spinster. William's brother Robert Harold, moved from his childhood home, to 
Brougham St Magill as a carpenter.  Rett was still listed as a builder at his Balmoral Av/11 Park Tce house next door. 
 
3.4. Summary of William2 Redford Clisby and Annie Lavinia Brooks  
We are guessing that the Clisby brothers were builders in 1925, and they may have been involved in the building of 
Nicolas Richards & Fanny Brooks' new house in Third St Finchley. The Clisby brothers lived only 0.5 mile from the 
Brooks family. It could have been then, that William Redford Clisby met the 30 year old Annie Lavinia Brooks, 
the 5th child of Nicolas & Fanny Brooks.  
 
In 1930 William2 Redford Clisby marrries Annie Lavinia Brooks of Third St Magill/Finchley. 
Rather than Annie having to live in the house where Ruby Clisby died, in May 1931, William Redford Clisby 
purchases 80 acres of land at Woodside, in the hundred of Onkaparinga, section 5017. 
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3.5. Chronology of William2 Redford Clisby's life. 
 1849 CLISBY Redford1, Eliza (wife), Eliz?, Wm?, Eliza, Matilda, Rosa, Emily, Redford2, Isabella arrived in SA 
1849-10-10 aboard Cheapside from London 49-06-23 via Plymouth, but his brother's son (hence nephew) Redford3 
Clisby came to Australia about this time in a ship unknown, and headed to the Victorian goldfields. 
 
1856 Redford3 Clisby and Ann Ward were married at Mount Ararat Goldfields/ Portland on 10 Dec 1856. In 1906, 
on their 50th (Golden) Anniversary, they lived at Old Botanic Park, North Adelaide. 
Redford3 died 24 Jun 1914, while Ann died 26 May 1921 at his residence at 145 Melbourne St North Adelaide.  
1859 see Ann Redford Clisby's memorial 1921 
 
1862 William1 Clisby(3) born to Redford3 Clisby , Storekeeper and Ann Ward at Nairne SA. 
1889 William1 Clisby marries Emma Brenton , born 1860 
 1892 Emma Winifred Clisby(1) is born at North Adelaide. 
 1894 William2 Redford Clisby(2) was born and inherited his fathers (William1) and his grandfathers (Redford3) 
names, mother was Emma Brenton, and place of birth  Magill.  
 
1897 Emma Clisby, a married woman, had the title ct620/42 over lots 240, 241, 242 & 243 of sec 327, Hd Adelaide at 
Balmoral Rd Murray Park, opposite a Botanic Reserve, we are assuming she inherited from her father. 
 
1897 William's brother, Robert Harold Clisby(3) born at Murray Park (brother). 
 
1898 Eliza Sarah Clisby dies (Redford3's aunt). Her obituary reads "We have to record the death of another old 
colonist, Mrs Eliza Clisby, relict of the late Mr. Redford Clisby, who arrived with her husband in the colony in the ship 
Cheapside, January 1849, bringing with them one son and six daughters, one of whom died shortly after arrival 
(Isabella?) The son went to England a few years ago (???) where he still resides. There are left one single daughters, 
three of whom are widows, 20 grandchildren and 10 great-grandchildren. The late Mr R Clisby opened the first 
musical instrument warehouse in Rundle Street, from which he retired some years since. The deceased who had 
reached the age of 86, resided of late years with her daughter, Mrs (Emily) G. Mumme, Hurtle Square. 
 
1899 Dorothy Lampshed (Lampshire?) Clisby(4) born 
1900 Almanac William1, a dairyman Murray Pk. 
1902 Dorothy Lampshed (Lampshire?) Clisby dies. 
1904 Dorothy Lucy Clisby(5) born at Magill. 
 
1904 Redford3 after an absence of many years, his last reference was in 1881, when he was a store-keeper in Nairne. 
- Rett's grand-father 
1904 Almanac  Redford3 Clisby as a Pound Keeper of  North Park Lands - Retts grand-father 
1905 William1 a dairyman at Murray Pk. 
 William2 Redford Clisby went by the nick-name Rett , but no one is sure why. 
 1910 William2 started his apprenticeship with Colton, Palmer and Preston of Adelaide as a Collar maker. 
A Collar Maker could be Horse Collars, as after the war he was in the Almanac as a Saddler. 
 
"Colton, Palmer & Preston, (Information from Chris Clark and Claire Sherwell)  
 
Originally a wholesale harness and hardware business. During WWII they made grenades. A manufacturer of 
bicycles and lamps. In 1956 Ken F Major bought out the canvas goods manufacturing operations of the company. 
Colton, Palmer & Preston were taken over by George Wills and Sons Holdings Ltd on 1st January 1965. 
 Born in 1817, John Colton emigrated to South Australia in 1839. At the age of 25 the Savings Bank of South Australia 
advanced him £500, £250 more than their original offer, to buy two acres of land, a seven-roomed stone house, 
cottage and stables. He had started his hardware and saddlery business, Colton & Company, in 1842. 
Following its success he was appointed Commissioner for Public Works in 1868, made a trustee of the bank's board in 
1875, and served in several governments before leading his own ministry from 6th June 1876 to 26th October 1877. 
He served in opposition in 1880. He again took over as Premier on 16th June 1884 until 16th June 1885, when he 
introduced tax reforms. He was knighted in 1892 and died in Adelaide in 1902. 
A charitable parliamentarian, he was a responsible for passing a Young Person's Protection Bill and his strong social 
conscience and religious convictions were shared by his wife, Mary. 
She was President of the Women's Suffrage League after 1892, her popularity helped make women's suffrage more 
widely acceptable. Promoting social reforms, she helped found the Adelaide's Children's Hospital and the origins of 
the Young Women's Christian Association. In 1911 the present company was formed by amalgamation with Palmer, 
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Preston & Co., Limited, and the new company became known as Colton, Palmer, & Preston Limited, under the 
management of Messrs. R. T. Palmer and A. H. Preston. In 1927, on the death of Mr. R. T. Palmer, Mr A. H. Preston 
became sole managing director. At present (1933) the company has 300 employees. 
Roy Palmer attended East Adelaide School, later becoming Managing Director of Colton, Palmer & Preston." 
 
1914 Redford3 Clisby (Rett's grandfather) of 145 Melbourne st North Adelaide died. 24 June 1914 William1 Clisby Balmoral Ave Murray Pk Labourer 
1914 William1 Clisby and Emma Clisby separate after a court case of cruelty to the wife and children. 
 
1915-1919 War Service  When William2 Clisby joined the Army 20.5 yo, at Keswick Barracks, his application form shows he had been a Collar Maker 

apprentice for the previous 5 years with Colton, Palmer and Preston of Adelaide. He had been serving with the 34th AFA?  His mother  Emma Clisby of Magill.  William2  5 foot 11.5 inches tall and 189 ponds weight, had a dark complexion, dark hair and Hazel eyes. His religious Denomination  
Salvationist (Army).  He  promoted to Sgt 1/9/15 but reverted to Corporal  16/10/15.  HMAT Geelong A2 ship embarked18 Nov 1915, reached Suez Dec 1915  Tel-el-Kebir May 1916  Ismailia May 1916  June 1916 Abbassia Egypt  July 1916 Ras el Tin  Aug 1916 overseas per "Franconia"  Aug 1916 posted to Tidworth UK for training (3 months).  Feb1917 proceeded overseas to France per "SS Victoria" at Folkestone, marched to Etaples  July 1917 Returned from France to Tidworth UK  Dec 1917 Dunstable  Jan 1918 Codford Marketry School  Feb 1918 Edinburgh Scotland, Harefield  Jan 1919 Hardcott  Mar 1919 returned on the "Kashmir" to Australia on 25 April 1919 at ceasation of hostilities.  346 days of service, 159 days service abroad. - on discharge - no marks or scars.  

  
1918 Williams sister Emma Winifred Clisby married Samuel Henry Lovell  
1919 William2 Redford Clisby marries Ruby Roberts at Glenelg Salvation Army Church, Nov 18th. 
 
1920 Ruby May Clisby born, October 19th. 
1921 Almanac W.R. Clisby Balmoral Av Magill, saddler 
 
1921 Ann (Ward) Clisby (Rett's grandmother) dies at her son Robert Clisby at 19 McKinnon Parade North 
Adelaide. Her Memorial stated "Mrs R Clisby was born at Somerset, England, in 1839, and thus passed away at the 
advanced age of eighty two years. She was married to Redford Clisby (who predeceased 1914) at Portland Bay (Vic? 
Mt Ararat Goldfields?), on Dec 10 1856. She came to Nairne from Melbourne 62 years ago, where she was converted 
under the ministry of the Rev Thomas Lloyd. When she first came to Adelaide she attended Archer St and was a 
member of the class meeting. There were nine surviving children, five sons and four daughters viz "William, Redford, 
Robert, Albert, Herbert and Mrs Brenton (Plympton), Mrs Naughter(ton?) (Prospect), Mrs Taylor (Prospect), Mrs 
Craigie (Medindie). She died triumphantly, with her loved ones singing hymns she loved. In her life were exemplified 
those christian graces of faith and love which make a woman a true Christian and mother. She was a central figure of 
the family, and although her children had reached mature years, they continued to look to her as their guide and 
example. Memoriam conducted in Melbourne Street Church."  
 
1923 Dorothy Violet Clisby born 
 
1924 Almanac W.R. Clisby Balmoral Av Magill, builder. 
1925 Robert Harold Clisby married Beatrice Maud Stevenson / Huthwaite. 
1925 Almanac W.R. Clisby & Robert Harold Clisby, builders, Mrs Emma Clisby all of Balmoral Av Magill. 
 
1927 Redford6 Winthrope Clisby  born 30th June. 
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1927 Ruby dies from complications of the birth of Redford6 on the 4th July. (daughter of Mrs Ellen Roberts of 
Boundary Road Somerton) 
1928 William1 Clisby dies (Rett's father). 
 
 Note: if the Clisby brothers were builders in 1925, they may have been involved in the building of Nicolas Richards 
& Fanny Brooks' new house in Third St Finchley. The Clisby brothers lived only 0.5 mile from the Brooks family. 
It could have been then that William Redford Clisby met the 30 year old Annie Lavinia Brooks, the 5th child of 
Nicolas & Fanny Brooks.  
 
1929 Williams brother Robert Harold, is listed at Brougham St Magill as a carpenter, Rett was a builder at Balmoral 
Av. 
1929 Emma Clisby dies, Emma's property is inherited by Dorothy Lucy Clisby spinster, and keeps it until 1949, after 
Rett's death, when she subdivides the property. 
 
1930 William2 Redford Clisby marrries Annie Lavinia Brooks of Third St Magill/Finchley. 
 

 William Redford Clisby & Annie Lavinia Brooks & Redford Winthorpe Clisby(policeman) 
 

In May 1931, William Redford Clisby purchases 80 acres of land in the hundred of Onkaparinga, section 5017, and it 
will stay in the family for the next generation. 

 The Clisby property on Clisby Road 
 
1932 Ruth Yvonne Clisby was born and brought up on the Clisby Homestead 

 Clisby Homestead 
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1937 Ruby May Clisby 17 yo - Girl's Story to Police October 1937 
 
"A story of how she was bound and gagged by men she hardly saw, was told last week by Ruby May Clisby 17, a 
domestic, employed by the Rev. H. A. Gunter, of Woodside, where he is the resident Methodist Minister. The girl told 
police that the men broke into her employer's home while she slept and tackled her in bed. Mr. and Mrs Gunter were 
away at the time. 
Late on Thursday afternoon, she was found lying on the floor at the manse. Her hands and feet were bound, and she 
had handkerchief bandages over her mouth and eyes. What appeared to be bloodstains were found on the floor near 
her. She was found by the local postmaster (Mr P. G. Riedel) to whom she had just previously sent an urgent 
telephone message. 
Mr Riedel immediately sent for a police officer. The local officer was away, so he called the officer-in-charge of the 
Lobethal police station (Mounted  Constable W. E. Guley). After had been untied she related that she went to sleep 
and awoke about 3.55pm to find herself being bound and gagged. She thought there were two men; there was at least 
one. 
With silk stockings her wrists and ankles were securely tied and then handkerschiefs were stuffed in her mouth an 
another tied around her eyes. She heard men moving about and thought the place was being ransacked. Working at 
the bonds, she eventually freed herself of those around her hands and face, and hobbled to the telephone in the 
passage, where she was able to gasp out a message to the postmaster. But the men came back and caught her, 
replaced the bandages over her mouth and eues and retied her hands. She was left lying on the floor. 
When the postmaster arrived he could find no trace of the men. The back door was open. Later a handbag, a 10/- note 
and other articles were found in the yard. William James Harris, baker, said that he saw them there when he called at 
the house about 3.55pm. He saw no men about. 
Later Dectective Sergeant G. Waters,  Dectective G. M. Leane, and Policewoman M. Ottoway, and a finger print 
expert went to Woodside and made further investigations. These are being continued........ 
It was reported that on Monday night noises were heard in the house, and it was thought that an intruder had entered. 
A cashbox had been shifted from one part of a room to another."  
1947 William2 Redford Clisby sells 11 Park Terrace, Magill, we are assuming it had been rented out, while Rett and 
Annie lived at Woodside. 
1949 William2 Redford Clisby (Rett) dies, aged 54. 
 1951 Redford6 Winthorpe Clisby (Police man)  married Joan Longbottom, daughter of Rev D.G. Longbottom at 
Solomontown (Pt Pirie) on Saturday 13 October.  
Redford  diagnosed with Hodgsons disease in 1950?, and the story goes the Reverend encouraged his daughter and 
Redford to marry.  
 
1952 Redford6 Winthorpe Clisby died in  December 14 . His address was 5 York St Henley Beach 
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4. Annie Lavinia Brooks (1894-1995)  & William Redford Clisby (1894-1949) 
 
      4 Ruby Roberts (1896-1927) m1919 William Redford John Clisby (1894-1949) 
        5 Ruby May Clisby b1932 m John Cocks 
        5 Dorothy Violet Clisby b1923 m Alfred Barlow and had three children Allen, Ray and Helen 
        5 Redford Winthorpe Clisby (1927-50) m Joan Longbottom. 
      4 Annie Lavina Brooks (1894-1995) m1930 William Redford John Clisby (1894-1949) 
        5 Ruth Yvonne Clisby b1932 m Brian James Weidenhofer (1932-2007) 
          6. Raelene Weidenhofer b1955 m Paul Dudley Thredgold 
           7. Timothy Scott Thredgold  m2010 Kristy Barnett  
              8. Milla Grace Thredgold 2012 
           7. Felicity Anne Thredgold m2007 Craig Poole  
              8. Xavier Poole 2012 
         6. Marilyn Kay Weidenhofer b1957 m Michael John Murphy 
           7. David Murphy  
           7. Sarah Murphy m2014 Michael Magarey  
          6. Barry Grant Weidenhofer b1959 m Michelle Boucat 
           7. Amanda Weidenhofer  
           7. Renee Weidenhofer 
          6. Leslie Brian Weidenhofer b1969 m2/11/91 Debra Anne Duthie 1969 
             7. Rebecca Louise Weidenhofer b1996 
             7. Kylie Anne Weidenhofer b1999 
        5 Ruth Yvonne Clisby 1932 m Brian Gertig on 14-9-2010 
 

 Clisbys, Annie, Ruth and Dorothy. 
 

These are from notes prepared for her Eulogy (see appendices for the full eulogy):- 1894 Annie Lavinia (Brooks) Clisby was born on 6 May in the little cottage of her parents Nicolas 
and Fanny Brooks at (now #71) Colton Avenue, Magill. She was the fifth child in a family of nine.  
Annie commenced Sunday School at the age of five, her first teacher being Mrs. Uren and then Miss 
Potter who later became Mrs. Seppy Lillywhite. Annie later became Leader of the Kindergarten and 
thus began a life of service to the Church. Her school days were spent at Magill and Wellington 
Road Primary School. 
 
1930 Annie married William Redford Clisby, known as Rett.  
He was a widower with three children, Ruby May, DorothyViolet and Redford Winthorpe. He was 
the son of William Clisby and Emma Brenton with 5 brothers & sisters.  
Rett had married Ruby Roberts in 1919, but Ruby died in 1927 in child birth of their son Redford 
(1927-1952) at their Murray Park home. 
1931 After a short time at Rosslyn Park the family shifted to a dairy farm at Woodside. 
1932 Annie's daughter Ruth was born. 
 
Depression years, farm life and four children to bring up did not make life easy but her faith was her 
strength to carry her through. Whilst at Woodside she was active in the community, always helping 
with the efforts for the Church, school, hospital, CWA and war efforts during those years. It was 
common for her to have a number of soldiers for Sunday night tea, and she would make pumpkin pie 
especially for the American soldiers or play for a sing-song around the piano. Annie had a lovely 
trained soprano and from the age of fourteen, when she joined the Church choir, she sang and 
entertained through her life until the age of 95, she resigned as a member of the Magill Choir.  
She was a member for fifty two years. 
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In her younger days Annie was a member of the Band of Hope and the Bach Choral Society. She 
was a foundation member of the Margaretta Guild. She also took part in a number of Operettas, once 
playing the wicked step mother in Cinderella. She also played tennis. Annie loved to sew, knit and 
crochet and some of her lovely doylies and tablecloths remain with family members. 
 1949 the death of her husband (at Woodside, aged 54), Rett, came suddenly, leaving her with the 
farm to carry on.  
1954 December, Clara Brooks purchased from her fathers estate a 60ft wide portion of the adjoining 
land. The council renumbered the street with Clara's house being number 8, and the new number 10. 
In 1955 Clara sold number 10 to her sister, Annie Lavinia Clisby,  
1956 For many years she share-farmed until in 1956 she returned to Magill to live in Third Street 
next to her sister Clara. .  
1957 Annie built a house on the land at 10 Third St and lived their until 1978. 
1969 Annie transferred the farm to her daughter Ruth Yvonne (Clisby) and Brian James 
Weidenhofer.  
1978 she moved to a unit in St. George Court, where she spent seven years, until failing memory 
made it necessary to move to Milpara Hostel, where she resided for 10 years. 
 
1994 Annie fought and won a battle over Cancer in many parts of her body, over a long period of her 
life but, in Nov 1994, her health and memory deteriorating, she spent some weeks in Monreith 
Hospital, where she celebrated and enjoyed her 101st birthday with her family on 6 May, 1995. 
1995, 16 May she had a fall, but no longer had the strength to fight and gradually faded away until 
the end came on 31st July 1995. 
 
Chronology 1919 William Redford Clisby b1895 marries, Ruby Roberts b1896 
1920 Ruby May Clisby born 
1923 Dorothy Violet Clisby born 
1927 Redford Winthorpe Clisby born 30th June. 
1927 Ruby (Roberts) Clisby dies 4th July (after childbirth?) at Murray Park. 
1930 William Redford Clisby b1895 marries Annie Lavinia Brooks b1895 
1932 Ruth Clisby born 
1949 William Redford Clisby dies 
1952 Redford Winthorpe dies. 
1989 The road bordering the farm was officially named Clisby Rd 
1995 Annie Lavinia (Brooks) Clisby dies 101yo. 
 

  
Note: William Redford Clisby did not do too badly, when you look at the properties he had in his 
name, but he shared a lot of them with his brother Harold Robert Clisby. 
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4.1.Ruth Yvonne Clisby b1932 m1 Brian JamesWeidenhofer d2007 m2 Brian Gertig. 
 
Ruth's story as she remembers, October 2015. 
 
Annie married William Redford (Rett) Clisby & became stepmother to May, Dorothy & Redford. 
 
May & Dorothy became nursing sisters and matrons of hospitals and aged care facilities.  
May married John Cocks but had no children, they later divorced.  
Dorothy married Alfred Barlow and had three children Allen, Ray and Helen.  
Redford married Joan Longbottom but had no children. Redford died at age 23 with Hodgkins 
disease. He was a policeman (Hindmarsh ??). 
 
Ruth was born 26-12-32 at Woodside Hospital. She was brought up on the farm (Clisby Rd 
Woodside). She had left school to work on the farm when Rett had a heart attack in the dairy and 
died age 54.  
Annie Lavinia had to get a share farmer to run the farm, so Ruth went to work at a local shop , 
then went nursing for a short time – due to poor feet. Ruth had to travel on a bus daily to work in 
Edward Lumleys insurance office. 
Ruth played tennis and netball for many years .She also taught sunday school, ran youth group, 
and kids club at Woodside Uniting Church, where she has been organist for nearly 50 years. Ruth 
also helped with meals on wheels. 
 

 Stanley Brooks (standing in for Rett), Annie, Ruth, Brian, Brian's parents 
 

1954 Ruth married Brian James Weidenhofer who bought the farm from Annie. Brian and Ruth 
worked the farm for 33 yrs until Brian had a heart attack and retired to Balhannah for 20 years. 
Brian passed away with cancer 19-9-2007.  
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There were 4 children, Raelene, Marilyn, Barry and Leslie. 

  
Raelene married Paul Dudley Thredgold and have 2 children Timothy and Felicity. (Balhannah) 
Marilyn married Michael John Murphy and have 2 children David and Sarah. (Athelstone) 
Barry married Michelle Boucaut (now divorced) and have 2 children Amanda and Renee. (QLD) 
 
Ruth married Brian Gertig on 14-9-2010 and now lives in Mt Barker. 
 
For an article on Ruth and the Clisby Road swingbridge - see the appendices. 
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A2. Annie Lavinia (Brooks) Clisby  
Eulogy delivered by Rev K Waters in the Uniting Church, Chapel St, Magill on 3rd August 1995, prior to 
internment in the Magill Cemetery.    Annie Lavinia (Brooks) Clisby 1894-1995  
Suffering produces endurance and endurance produces character and character produces hope 
and hope does not disappoint us because God's love has poured into our hearts through the Holy 
Spirit which has been given to us. 
 
These words, written by St Paul to encourage the little band of Christians in first century Rome, 
very aptly describe the long and faithful pilgrimage of Annie Clisby, loved by all who knew her, 
and in this Church, which was her spiritual home for 75 years of her 101 years. A source of 
inspiration and of an unfailing witness to the great love of God poured into our hearts through 
the gift of the Spirit as indeed so many members of the Brooks family have been for generations. 
 
The fifth child in a family of nine of Nicolas and Fanny Brooks - right in the middle - Annie 
Lavinia was born on 6 May 1894 in her parents little cottage at (now #71) Colton Avenue, 
Magill. As such, a fair bit of the care of the younger children fell to Annie as she grew up. 
 
She attended the Magill and Wellington Road Primary Schools  and from the age of five the 
Magill Methodist Sunday School. About 1920 she became Superintendent of the Kindergarten, 
taking over from Mrs. Winnie Lillywhite and continued in that position until her marriage.  
 
She was also in the choir. She had a delightful singing voice and learnt singing, piano and 
dressmaking after school. From the age of about 10 she sang solos in this Church, the Magill 
Institute and other churches in the district. 
 
Clare has a distinct memory of Annie doing breathing exercises in the open air every morning 
and believes that it was a factor that contributed to the strength of her heart and lungs in later life. 
 
Annie was fourteen when she joined the church choir and left only when she moved to 
Woodside in 1931, after her marriage in the preceding year to William Redford Clisby, known 
to many as "Rett." 
Returning to Magill in 1956, she again joined the choir, singing and entertaining until at 95 she 
resigned, have been a member of the choir for 52 years. 
 
In her younger days she was a member of the Bach Choral Society. She took part in operettas 
such a Cinderella, in which she played the role of the Wicked Stepmother, a bad case of mis-
casting if ever there was one. 
 
She played tennis, was a member of the band of Hope, a foundation member of that most 
memorable and enduring organisation of this church, the Margaretta Guild. 
 
She loved to sew, knit, and crochet and some of the things she made are treasured by members of 
the family. 
 
She was, I am told, a great scrubber, a keen gardener. She told Bruce when he visited her on her 
101st birthday, that she was disappointed she hadn't been out gardening lately, a comment which 
while poignant in its way, did underline her abiding love of the garden. 
 
When Annie married Rett in 1930 he was already a widower with three children, May (9.5), , 
Dorothy (7), and Redford (2.5). Rett was a builder but the Depression was biting cruelly and 12 
months into their marriage he couldn't get work. So he bought a dairy farm at Woodside. He 
knew nothing about farming. Annie knew a bit as the Brooks family always kept a cow. 
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Ruth who was born in 1932, wrote of what followed in this way. 
Depression years, farm life and four children to bring up did not make life easy, but her faith was 
her strength to carry her through. Whilst at Woodside she was active in the community, always 
helping with the efforts for the Church, school, hospital, CWA and from 1939 to 1945, the War 
effort. It was common for her to have a number of soldiers for Sunday night tea, and she would 
make pumpkin pie especially for the American soldiers or play for a sing-song around the piano 
 
The sudden death of her husband in 1949 (aged 54),  left her with the farm to carry on. This she 
did, share-farming for several years until in 1956 she returned to Magill to live in Third Street 
next to her sister Clara. In 1978 she moved to a unit in St. George Court, where she spent seven 
years, until failing memory made it necessary to move to Milpara Hostel. 
 
Over a long period of her life Annie fought and won a battle with Cancer in many parts of her 
body, but, in November last year, her health and memory so deteriorated, she spent some weeks 
in Monreith before being admitted to North Eastern Community Hospital, where she celebrated 
and enjoyed her 101st birthday with her family on 6 may, 1995. 
 
On 16 May she had a fall, gradually releasing her hold on this life until the end came last 
Monday, leaving us all with an abiding memory of a gracious lady. 
 
Ruth, you and Brian, your children and grand children, have our profound sympathy and respect 
today. You, Clare - only you can know what it is like to be the last surviving member of the 
charmed circle that was your immediate family. And Dorothy - you and Alf, your children and 
grand children. Our love and our prayers are with you all. 
 
The love of someone we love is painful. Even when their life is complete, as Annie's was, and 
the struggle it was, one that she would not have wanted either for herself or for her loved ones. 
Even when we know it is better thus, we cannot avoid the part of parting. Bereavement is brutal! 
 
Death paradoxically is not. At the end of the long, long road it can be kind and gentle. And it was 
certainly this for Annie - her beautiful character, forged in the crucible of endurance produced by 
suffering, confident in Christ and the hope we have in the gospel - hope that does not disappoint 
us. 
 
Last year when my own mother died in her 101st year, I received a letter from another minister - 
you sort of expect parsons to say these things - that included a quotation I found very helpful and 
comforting and I hope you too will find it so. 
 
 Think:- 
  of stepping on shore and finding it HEAVEN. 
  of taking hold of a hand, and finding it GOD'S HAND. 
  OF BREATHING NEW AIR, AND FINDING IT CELESTRIAL AIR. 
  of feeling invigorated, and finding it IMMORTALITY. 
  of passing from storm and tempest, to unknown calm. 
of waking up and finding it HOME! 
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A3. Clisby Rd swingbridge, Woodside 
 

  
By Genevieve Cooper of The Courier. 
Moves are afoot to preserve a rare link to the Hill's settler past. It's not heritage listed and until 
recently it was overgrown with blackberries, but in its day the Clisby swing bridge between 
Woodside and Oakbank was the only way 19th Century pedestrians could cross that section of the 
Onkaparinga River without getting their feet wet. 
The wooden planks acroff the bridge are rotting away and the structure is permanently closed but 
local historian Glenda Couch-Keen would like to see the area maintained and interpretative sign 
put up to explain its history. 
She's had success with the first aim after writing to the Adelaide Hills Council to ask for the weeds 
to be clipped and poisoned and for the structure to be tied up. 
"The grass was that tall that snakes were running out at people when they passed" she said. "So I 
am pleased that the council has come along and actioned our request and tidied up. "And I 
understand they are looking at doing something in the future to mark it's historic interest. "We as 
ratepayers don't expect the council to spend exorbitant amounts of money on this" 
Adelaide Hills Mayor Bill Spragg said the bridge was located on a council road reserve and the 
engineering department was considering how to best preserve the structure "because of its historic 
nature". 
Unclear History "We're not sure how much it will cost so we're exploring ways of maintaining and preserving it". 
Not much is known about when the bridge was built but Mrs Couch-Keen believes it was at least 
100 years ago, was probably well used by pedestrians during Woodside's gold mining days and 
that it would have been rebuilt a few times after the Onkaparinga flooded. 
Fellow historian, the late Carol Brockoff mentioned swing bridges in her book titled Oakbank. She 
refers to a pedestrian bridge across the river near the Oakbank racecourse which she describes as 
one of five such bridges in the area. 
The racecourse swing bridge was removed in 1948. 
The 2002 Onkaparinga Valley Heritage Survey said there were five swing bridges near Oakbank 
and the Clisby Road structure was the "last surviving swing bridge in the whole district". The 
bridge was restored by the former Onkaparinga District Council in the 1990s. 
The survey said the Onkaparinga Valley was laced with waterways which were important to the 
economy of the area but were a challenge for travellers. 
"One of the most common form of bridge in 19th Century SA was a timber suspension or swing 
bridge, most of which chiefly provided a crossing for foot traffic" the survey said. 
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Also by Genevieve Cooper of The Courier. 
 
Most travellers driving along Clisby Road between Woodside and Oakbank wouldn't give the 
derelict swing bridge across the Onkaparinga River a second glance. 
 
But for Ruth Weidenhofer, nee Clisby, 83, the swing bridge was a lifeline to the outside world for 
more than 50 years of her life. 
The river rarely floods nowadays and the road ford is much higher now so motorists are seldom 
inconvenienced.After seeing a recent article in The Courier about a resident's campaign to preserve 
the century old ridge, the Mt Barker resident came forward to tell her story about how the 
pedestrian crossing kept the cash flowing on the family's dairy and potato farm and help her 
maintain a social life during the Hill's wet winters. "the bridge was a life line, it really was" she 
said. Clisby Road was a not through road for many years so we had no other way out, and we were 
stuck there. "I don't think people nowadays realise the floods we used to have. "the river has had a 
good clean out of logs and willows so it doesn't bank up as much and the ford is a lot higher now 
than it used to be". 
When Mrs Wedenhofer's father, William Redford Clisby, brought his wife Annie and their 
children to the Hills from Adelaide in the late 1920s, they were one of two families to have farms 
along the road. 
Ruth Weidenhofer was born after the move, the youngest of four, and the first brush with the might 
of the Onkaparinga River was in the early 1930's when she was a toddler and her father's car was 
swept off the Clisby Road ford by floodwaters. 
The Austin Tourer got caught in a ??? about 20 metres down stream and her mother who couldn't 
swim and was nursing her on her lap at the time, they had to climb out of the window to be rescued 
by her husband. The other thre children weren't in the car at the time. "I remember my Dad telling 
me the story and he said he told my Mother "hold her up Mum!", Mrs Weidenhofer said. The 
rescue was a success and the incident made the news in The Courier. 
When Mrs Weidenhofer was growing up she said the river would flood most winters - sometimes 
several times - and her father would drive the day's milk produce down to the ford. Then he would 
carry the milk cans across the swing bridge to meet the milk carrier on the other side. 
Local Dances  The unmade section of Clisby Road that connected with Shillabeer Road wasn't built until the 
1970's so Mrs Weidenhofer's husband Brian, who took over the farm, had to do the same thing 
with his milk supply when the river rose. 
"One year after I was married, we had seven weekends in a row when the ford was covered with 
water and we couldn't get through" Mrs Wedienhofer said. 
"I can remember taking my shoes off, holding my frock up and walking through the water to get to 
the swing bridge and then walking over the bridge and then wading across water for a long way to 
get to where people would meet us. 
"We would arrange to have someone on the other side to pick us up, and we'd have to do the same 
thing on the way home." 
Mrs Weidenhofer's own children had to do the same routine when they started socialising.  
It wasn't unheard of to drive across the ford early in the evening and then forced to leave the car 
parked on the other side of the road and walk across the swing bridge on the return journey 
because the river had risen. 
Mrs Weidenhofer would like to see the swing bridge preserved in some way bacause of its heritage 
value. "It's part of our heritage and it's the only one left in the district now" she said. "It certainly 
meant a lot to the people early on in the area because it was a lifesaver really. "The original 
structure is still there which is amazing". 
"I can remember the ford being washed away but never the swing bridge". 
"it's been damaged several times but not washed away and it's been repaired several times. "The 
council used to come in, put new boards in, and I vaguely remember the army coming and doing 
some repairs at one time". 
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A4. Clisby's of England 1721-1877, derived from ancestry.com,  
Derived from ancestry.com, the Clisby Family, public tree. 2016 - the England portion. 
 
Thomas Clisby 1721-1767 m Jane Ashton ?   son James1 Redford Clisby 1765-1883. 
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
1 James1 Redford Clisby 1765-1883 m1789 Mary Neate 1765-1813 
  2.  William Clisby 1796-1842 
  2.  George Clisby 1796-1842--------LiLo George!   2.  Charles Henry 1798-1861  
  2.  Sarah Clisby 1800-1880  
  2.  Mary Clisby 1803-1879  
  2. James2 Clisby 1806-1852 m1830 Winefred Elizabeth Cavanaugh 1804-1859  
  2. Redford1 Edwin Clisby 1810-1884   
1765 James1 Redford born 25 Aug at Westminster. 
1767 death of his father Thomas Clisby 1721-1767 
1789 James1 Redford Clisby married Mary Neate  at Newington St Mary 
1792 Death of his mother Jane Ashton at Marybone London. 
1796 son(1) William Clisby 1796-1842  at Chalfont St Giles. 
1796 LiLo George?????????? 1798 son(2) Charles Henry 1798-1861 at Soho London 
1800 dau(3) Sarah Clisby 1800-1880 at Soho 
1803 dau(4) Mary Clisby 1803-1879 at St Giles In Field 
1806 son(5) James Clisby 1806-1852 at St Giles In Field 
1810 son(6) Redford Edwin Clisby 1810-1884 at St Giles In Field 1813 Death of his wife Mary Neate at Workhouse at St Giles In Field 
1833 Death of James Redford Clisby at Lambeth - buried St Mary Lambeth. 
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
2 James2 Redford Clisby 1806-1852 m1830 Winifred Elizabeth Cavanaugh 1804-1859 
  3.  Redford2 Clisby 1831-1914 m1856 Ann Ward   3.  James John Clisby 1831-1905  
  3.  James Junior 1833 
  3.  William Clisby 1834-1909 m Amelia Walter 1840-1920   3.  Winifred Clisby 1835-1837 
  3.  Elizabeth Clisby 1837-1841 
  3. Christopher Clisby 1841-1921 
  3. Christian Clisby 1842 
  3. Harriet Clisby 1846-1850. 
 
1806 James2 Redford born at St Giles. 
1810 Brother Redford Edwin Clisby born. 
1813  James' mother Mary Neate  died at Workhouse at St Giles In Field  1830  James2 Redford Clisby  marries Winifred Elizabeth Cavanaugh. 
1831 Redford2 Clisby born at Lambeth.  
1832 James John Clisby born 
1833 James junior Clisby born 
1833 Death of James2's father, James Redford Clisby, at Lambeth. 1834 William Clisby born at Lambeth, St Mary Newington 
1835 Winifred Clisby born at St Mary Lambeth 
1837 Elizabeth Clisby born at Westminster St Margret. 
1837 Death of Winifred Clisby at Southwark 
1841 Death of Elizabeth Clisby at Westminster 
1841 Christopher? Clisby born. 
1842 Christian Clisby born at St Margret Westminster 
1842 brother William dies at Amersham, Buks. 
1846 Harriet Clisby born at St Mary Newington 
1850 Harriet Clisby dies 
1851 Residence = St Giles in Field, Middlesex. 
1852 James2 Redford Clisby dies 
1859 Winifred Elizabeth Cavanaugh dies 
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
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  2. Redford1 Edwin? Clisby 1810-1884  1810 Redford Edwin Clisby at St Giles In Field 
1813 Death of his mother Mary Neate at Workhouse at St Giles In Field 
1833 Death of his father James1 Redford Clisby at Lambeth - buried St Mary Lambeth. 
1833 marriage to Eliza Sarah Quantrell, born 
1835 Eliza Sarah born at Lambeth 
1839 Edwin Redford Clisby born at Greater London 
1839 Matilda Clisby born at Lambeth 
1841 Rosa born at Greater London 
1843 Emily born at Greater London 
1842 death of brother William 
1846 Redford Edwin Clisby 1846-1928  1852 death of brother James 
1861 death brother Charles Henry 
1879 death sister Mary 
1880 death sister Sarah 
1884 Redford Edwin Clisby dies at Adelaide, 74 years, and buried in West Terrace cemetery. 
 
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
  3.  Redford2 Clisby 1831-1914 m1856 Ann Ward      (see separate section for Redford and Anne's 11 children.) 
1831 Redford2 Clisby born at Lambeth, London to James2 Redford Clisby and Winifred Elizabeth Cavanaugh  
1841 Census Residence St Margret Middlesex 
1852 James2 Redford Clisby dies (father) 
1856 Redford2 Clisby marries Ann Ward (originally from Somerset) at Mt Ararat Goldfields Victoria Australia 
1856 They move to Nairne South Australia and have 11 children. 
1859 Winifred Elizabeth Cavanaugh dies (mother) 
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
  3.  William Clisby 1834-1909 m Amelia Walter 1840-1920   4.  Winifred Elizabeth Clisby 1861-1950 m Thomas Brenton 1889 
  4.  Emily Clisby 1866-? m1891 Stanley Morton Keightley 1865- 
  4.  Alice Clisby 1868-? m1889 Thomas John Foster 1867- 
  4.  Frederick Clisby 1870-1884 
  4.  Ernest Henry 1874-1925 m1896 Amy Adelaide Riley, m1922 Rufina Grace Maxted  
  4.  Harold Leopold Clisby 1877-1949 m1904 Ethel Foster  
1834 William Clisby born at Lambeth, St Mary Newington to James2 Redford Clisby and Winifred Cavanaugh  
1861 William Clisby marries Amelia Walter. 
1861 Census Residence is Southwark St George the Martyr, London 
1861 Winifred Clisby born at Lambeth 
1866 Emily Clisby born at Newington 
1868 Alice Clisby born     
1870 Frederick Clisby born   
1871 Census Residence is St Saviour London 
---- immigrate to Adelaide Australia --- 
1874 Ernest Henry Clisby born at Norwood 
1877 Harold Leopold Clisby born at Kent Town 
1882 SA Almanac - William Clisby storekeeper Edward St Norwood. 
1884 Frederick Clisby dies at Waterfall Gully  
1909 William Clisby dies at Norwood, occupation Mantle maker.  
 
A Mantle Maker was a dressmaker who specialised in making Mantles, quite a skilled job as it edged towards 
tailoring. A mantle was the cape-like jacket worn by Victorian ladies when they went out, slightly fitted at the waist 
and falling over the crinoline .. slightly longer at the back than the front. It kept the upper body warm, the lower 
part being well-insulated by crinoline and layers of petticoats. Check out the pictures you get on Christmas cards of 
carol-singers ...bound to be some mantles there! It was almost always a female job, sometimes a tailor's wife would 
be his Mantle Maker if she had dressmaking skills.  
Now there were, indeed, gas mantles ... but they were probably manufactured by men in factories and workshops 
and would be written down in the Census as Gas Mantle Makers.........from a Google search  
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A5. George Clisby 1796-1876 m Sarah Warren 1789-1857 
 The Clisby clan first appeared in South Australia in 1838, are related directly to the Clisbys of 
Woodside. 
 
1 George Clisby 1796-1876- m Sarah Warren 1789-1857   2 Priscilla Clisby 1816-1868  
  2 Charles Fredrick Clisby 1818-1882  
  2  Sarah Clisby 1819-1819 
  2  Georgina  Clisby 1822-1822 
  2 Emma Mary Clisby 1824-1870 m1841 Henry Pritchard ?-1841 
  2 Emma Mary Clisby 1824-1870 m1864 George Arnold Saint ?-1904 
  2 George Lewis Clisby 1826-1898 m1850 Mary Brenton 1828-1906  (note George Lewis Clisby, 2nd son of George Clisby, Mary, 2nd daughter of John Brenton, Stationer of 

Gawler Place)) - See appendices A8 , chart4 for details of 8 children 
   2 Samuel Main Clisby 1828-1830 
   2 Harriet Eliza Clisby 1830-1901 
 
We know so much about George thanks to the amazing book by Susan E Woods, of Mt Martha, Victoria, which she 
titled "Litigious, Loquacious George, George Clisby and the extended family in Australia". 
 
George Clisby was the sixth of fourteen children of James & Mary Clisby, and reportedly "selfish, manipulative, 
domineering bully; the self appointed head of the family. He became a serial bankrupt; was not averse to subtle 
extortion, was extravagant with other peoples property and money, a gambler, rogue, villain, liar, and a cheat." 
 
George's mother Mary Neate was reputedly from a prominent Quaker family and we think well educated. hence her 
children were also. the youngest, Redford, for instance, as a choralist and flute player of note. 
 
George, for a period  during his youth, worked with an older brother William and their father, selling  'cheaper cuts' 
of meat and offal from his father's meat stall at Newport Market, Soho. Sheep, cattle and oxen were driven from 
market towns outside London, particularly Reading in Berkshire, where a large live stock market sold beasts at 
auction before sending them to the city being on-sold, then slaughtered. The carcases were then sold to butchers in 
the inner and outer metropolis before the meat was on-sold to the public. 
 
George's older brother William operated a butcher shop at 32 Liverpool Street, Bishopsgate, London shortly after his 
marriage in 1817 until his untimely death at age 38, but William's widow Mary Elizabeth (Stapleton) Clisby, 
continued to operate the business at the Liverpool address with the assistance of a foreman butcher until shortly 
before her death in 1884. 
 
George saw himself in a far more dignified occupation, preferably rubbing sholders with the gentry and not having 
to exert too much physical energy in pursuit of the lifestyle to which he aspired. 
 
In June 1816 George Clisby, aged 20, married Sarah Warren, the 27 year old daughter of his master, Thomas David 
Warren, a peruke maker. Thomas Warren had served his peruke (wig) makers apprenticeship under his late father 
Archibald Warren, succeeding him in 1794, continuing the business at Paved Alley in Crown Court, St James 
Picaddily. Thomas paid the annual tax from 1811-1813. 
 
George's marriage took place on the southe side of the Thames at St Mary, Newington, the same church where his 
parents married in 1789, but not in the parish Sarah and her family were long associated with at St James, 
Westminster. The reasons for 'crossing the river' soon became evident. Sarah was 3 months pregnant at the time of 
their marriage. 
 
Sarah's father, Thomas David Warren, died in 1818, leaving his widow Elizabeth Warren, a comparatively wealthy 
woman. She continued to reside at Crown Court, but the lease of the 'town-house' at 3 Pickering Place, St James 
Westminster, was not transferred into her name from that of her late husband, but to that of her son-in-law, George, 
where he stayed until 1836. After George went to Australia, it was then transferred to Elizabeth Warren's name. 
 
At the time of his marriage, George was engaged as a hairdresser, dressing and powdering wigs from premises in 
Dulwich, Surrey. On the death of Thomas Warren he quickly moved back across the river to Crown Court, Pall Mall 
where he took over the business as a perfumer and hairdresser - dressing the wigs of the raffish bucks and dandies. 
This was the era when the outrageous behaviour of the bucks and dandies became intolerable. 
 
In Sept 1826 "Mr George Clisby, hairdresser and billiardtable proprietor of Pickering Place, St James Street, 
appeared to answer on information laid against him for suffering billiards to be played at his house on Sundays......" 
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Three months later "George Clisby, perfumer of Crown Court, Pall Mall" to answer a banruptcy charge. 
The next business venture, once again financed by his mother-in-law, who having settled his debts from the failed 
hairdressing business and billiards parlour, saw him operating as a corn dealer and seedsman, at Hungerford 
Market. 
 
Again his mother-in-law paved the way by assisting to clear his debts and providing funds to take on the lease of a 
Public House. 
 
In 1829, they held baptism of three children at St Bride, Fleet Street, and  was listed as George a licensed 
Victualler of "The George" at 8 Harding Street London.  This establishment was used by the Ultra Radicalism and Convivial Debating Clubs, for Trade Meetings, as an 
unlicensed theatre and as a pickup joint frequented by adventurers and characters from the 1800-1830's. 
 
Not surprising, George's venture as a licensed Victualler operating  "The George" was short lived. 
 
There are very detailed Newspaper and court records of the affairs of George Clisby, and are replicated in Susan E 
Woods, "Li Lo George 2014" document, available in the State Library and the SA Family History Society library. 
 
In 1835, Mrs Elizabeth Warren, exasperated by her son-in-law's failure to manage any business she supported him in 
and having endured frequent demands on her assets, being pressured by relatives and her lawyers, was presented 
with an opportunity to distance herself from her son-in-law and provide him with one last chance to redeem himself, 
despite physicaly distancing himself from her beloved daughter and grandchildren. 
 

  
1838 George's mother-in-law acquired land in King William Street, and country acres in Currenct Creek, and 
another at Inman Valley, from London (via the Wakefield Scheme). Mrs Warren appointed George her agent to, 
within  a specified period, settle, clear and work it.  1841 After three years George took his family by bullock dray to the Inman valley. Carpenters went ahead and 
built 'a shanty of eucalyptus bark', open at one end for light and air. There they did a little farming. 
  
1845 the family returned to Adelaide, and George had the City Arms Tavern and stables built.  
 
In 1848, news arrived from London that Elizabeth Warren had died. George hastily booked a passage on the 
first available Vessel sailing from Port Adelaide to London (barque Victoria). It was to his great consternation that 
his mother-in-law Mrs Warren had bequeathed her entire estate to her eldest grand-daughter, George's eldest 
daughter Priscilla. Neither George nor his wife Sarah, were to benefit at all. 
 After George had run around London spending what money he had brought with him for almost a year, true to form, 
he over extended himself. By the time it came to his departure, he was once again in debt and none of his 
acquaintances were prepared to loan him money for his return to South Australia. 
 
The rest of the Clisby family (except his brothers Charles and James) emigrated to South Australia. 
 
1849 George convinced his daughter Pricilla to accompany him, George booked cabin passage (first class!) for 
himself and daughter aboard the Cheapside. His youngest brother Redford and his wife Eliza Quantrell, and 
children Eliza Sarah, Matilda, Emily, Rosa, Isabella and son Redford Edwin had been booked in to travel as steerage 
passengers (economy class).  William Clisby, the nephew (son of George's deceased brother William), and 
Elizabeth Sarah Clisby (daughter of George's eldest deceased brother John) also travelled in steerage. 
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George's 2 sisters Sarah Clisby Hill (Susan E Woods' ancestor), and Mary Clisby Edmunds, and their families 
also travelled in 1849 to South Australia on the ship Calphurnia. 
 
1850 Georges's nephew, son of  a younger brother James Clisby ( a baker in Newington, London), Redford Clisby 
travelled to South Australia on a ship (unknown), and headed for the Victorian Goldfields at Mt Ararat in the 1850's. 
 
George continued his reportedly "selfish, manipulative, domineering bully; the self appointed head of the family. He 
became a serial bankrupt; was not averse to subtle extortion, was extravagant with other peoples property and 
money, a gambler, a rogue, villain, liar, and a cheat."  
The details of how Priscilla handled her father (as she inherited all of Elizabeth Warren's property, her father was 
merely an agent) and how the other Clisby families fared, is detailed in Susan Woods book "Li Lo George 2014". 
  
And from Trove, reports in various Newspapers of the time:- 
 
1853 George Clisby, Landlord of the City Arms Hotel was fined for selling liquors without a license ( he had a 
certificate from the Bench of Magistrates, but hadn't yet paid the actual license fee). 
 
1857 The stables of the City Arms Hotel King William St had a fire. "George Lewis Clisby, butcher, stated he 
was at the bar of the City Arms on that evening. He heard an alarm of fire and ran throught the passage into the 
stable, when he got there the flames were above his head. He doused the flames with wet stuff and rubbish that was 
about... the stables or straw house was always open at night and day, and men were constantly about it smoking, it 
was sort of a thoroughfare..." 
 1858 George Lewis Clisby "Adelaide Butcher, Court of Insolvency, Mr Colley..accountant.. Clisby owed £371, but 
assets only £50.. The insolvent had been in this position before. He began business in May 1857 without a farthing 
of his own, all he had was £35 borrowed from Mr Brenton (father-in-law?). He had done a fair amount of business 
but had omitted to keep the necessary books. The profits had been reduced by bad meat... examination to the loss od 
a "skin book" which was required to ascertain the numberof sheep killed and which he alleged was lost. Mr Taylor 
of Thebarton who bought the skins had furnished an account, but it was not complete. Insolvent said he never had a 
cart of his own, having carried all his meat on his back, and the charge in his schedule for cart hire was to convey 
calves from the country....his father Mr Clisby, publican, King William St owed him something..." 
 
1859 George Clisby renewed license for City Arms Hotel 
1868 George Clisby, Landlord of the City Arms hotel was reported for selling liquors without a license but it was 
withdrawn until Mr Clisby could show written proof of authority. 
1869 George Lewis Clisby son John aged 15 and 3 other youths were charged with sleeping in the open air, having 
no settled place of abode or visible means of support. Clisby was cautioned, others were ordered to the "Industrial 
Scholl for 2 & 3 years" 
 
1876 George L Clisby, an elderly man was charged  on info from a railway guard, with "putting and placing himself 
between and upon the line of rails of the Adelaide, Glenelg and Surburban Company, obstructing an engine and 
carriage. The defendent who was very deaf was sent to goal for 7 days.  
 1876  George's death on 3rd Dec, buried at West Terrace cemetery. 
 
1876 Georges's nephew, son of  a younger deceased (1852) brother James Clisby, 42 year old William Clisby & his 
wife Amelia Walter and family travelled (from Southwark, St Saviour, London) to South Australia on the ship Sir 
James Lawrence in 1876. 
 
1883 George Clisby of Stansbury, baker, bankrupt. 
1886 George Lewis Clisby iron worker Portland Place Queenstown. 
1887 Sarah Clisby 36 year old, wife of Charles Clisby died at Petersburg (Peterborough) 
1898 George Lewis Clisby died at Port Adelaide. 
 

    George 1796-1876,      Mary 1803-1893,        Sarah 1800-1880,       Redford 1831-1914,         Harriet 1830-1931 
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From Kathleen Thomson article published in the Australian Dictionary of Biography vol 3 1969. 
 
"Harriet Jemima Winifred Clisby (1830-1931), physician and feminist, was born on 31 August 1830 in St James's, 
London, 'very near the Palace', daughter of George Clisby, corn merchant. Her father tired of business and, as a 
salesman, secured free passages for himself, his wife and three children?, and arrived at South Australia in the 
Rajasthan in November 1838. Ninety years later in her first press interview she recalled vivid memories of the five 
months adventurous voyage, and of the new town of Adelaide, then only a collection of huts and tents.  
Her father acquired land in King William Street but after three years took his family by bullock dray to the Inman 
valley. Carpenters went ahead and built 'a shanty of eucalyptus bark', open at one end for light and air. There they 
did a little farming, and Harriet tended the animals, went possum hunting, and, in her own words, 'brought herself 
up'.  
About 1845 the family returned to Adelaide, where it was hoped Harriet 'would become a lady'. In 1847 with her 
father and two sisters she was baptized at the New Church (Swedenborgian). She married Henry Edward Walker 
(b1818) at Trinity Church, Adelaide, on 25 February 1848. With growing independence her thoughts turned to 
journalism and she learnt shorthand. 
About 1856 Harriet went to Melbourne, where she edited the Southern Phonographic Harmonia, a magazine in 
shorthand 'edited by a lady' and printed in Melbourne from June 1857. Earlier manuscript numbers circulated 
'among those who delight in Pitman's cabalistic symbols'. In print the magazine was said to continue to improve: 'its 
tiny pages are neatly and well filled'. Its English news was sent out by Sir Isaac Pitman.  
About this time Harriet, with a growing concern for social betterment, conducted a community home for the rescue 
of women prisoners. She collaborated with Caroline Dexter, née Harper, in January and February 1861 in 
publishing the two numbers of the Interpreter, a monthly magazine of literature, science and art. It was the first 
magazine published by women in Australia, and included a medical page 'with practical information … as to the 
prevention of disease and hints for its cure'. This page seemed to indicate the Clisby influence, for she had lately 
read The Laws of Life, with Special Reference to the Physical Education of Girls (New York, 1852; London, 1859), 
by Elizabeth Blackwell (1821-1910), the first woman doctor admitted to practise in England.  
Stirred by a new sense of vocation, Harriet had consulted a medical friend on her suitability for this profession; he 
warned her of hardships but had enough faith in her qualities to tutor her in physiology and anatomy for two years. 
Soon afterwards Harriet decided to pursue her chosen profession in England. There she met Dr Elizabeth Garrett 
Anderson who advised against trying to break down the barrier against women in English universities and 
suggested training in America. But Harriet had no funds, for the money she had left in Australia to be sent to her 
monthly ceased after one remittance. Her first earnings, six guineas, were for a lecture at Bristol.  
Through an introduction to the head surgeon she became a private nurse at Guy's Hospital, London. When her 
savings were augmented by a gift from a Spiritualist friend she went to New York and entered the Medical College 
and Hospital for Women founded by Dr Clemence Sophia Lozier, a homoeopathic physician and feminist. 
In 1865 Harriet gained a medical diploma, and about 1871 went to Boston where she practised her profession, 
lectured on hygiene, and founded the Women's Educational and Industrial Union. This aimed to do for women what 
the Young Men's Christian Association was doing for men, and stemmed from her Sunday meetings for women held 
during the 1870s.  
The union was incorporated in 1880 with Dr Clisby as its first president but she resigned in June for health reasons 
and spent some time in Europe. On her return she was vice-president in 1882-89 and member of various 
committees, including one for undenominational spiritual and moral development. 
On retirement from regular practice she settled in Geneva and there founded L'Union des Femmes. She remained 
physically and mentally active, keeping abreast of modern movements and giving drawing-room lectures on 
spiritual and medical subjects until a few years before her death in London on 30 April 1931. 
For most of her life she adhered to a vegetarian diet and practised gymnastics. At the celebration of her hundredth 
birthday, the Swedenborgian minister, Charles A. Hall, testified that her life had been dominated by a desire to 
serve, especially in the cause of women's freedom and advancement. Deeply religious, she believed that she had 
been called to her profession, and her strong personality overcame all difficulties. She was confident of a great 
future for women doctors because of their common sense and sympathy, but thought they would prove better as 
specialists. Among her American friends she remembered especially Professor James, Longfellow and Henry Ward 
Beecher. Though her calling took her far afield, she counted her time in Australia among her happiest years: 'I 
love Australia, I always have loved it'. 
 
See Susan E Woods spiral bound book "Litiguous, loquacious George : George Clisby and the extended Clisby 
Family in Australia" ISBN 9780992485306  Locn S Australiana Books 929.2099423 C641.Wb c2014 
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A6. Redford1 Clisby 1812-1884 and Eliza Sarah Quantrell 1816-1898    
1 Redford1 Clisby 1812-1884 Music Store Owner Rundle St m Eliza Sarah Quantrell 1816-1898 
  2 Elizabeth Clisby 1831? m 1851 Richard Jones 1828 
  2 William Clisby ???? (Twins???)   2 Redford2 Clisby 1846-1928  
     children Redford Edwin Birbeck Clisby b1879, Lily   2 Eliza Sarah Clisby 1835-1917 (eldest daughter) 
 2 Matilda Clisby 1840-1910 m1863 Tom Edwin North Roach 1831-1880? 
    children Harry Edwin Ramsay 1864  
 2 Rosa Clisby 1842-1918 m1862 Charles Edward Tidemann 1834-1895 
    children Charles Redford 1862, Anna Eliza 1865-1866 Fanny Isabella 1867, Edward Richard Bowen 1869   
     George 1872, Frederick William 1874, Anna Catherina 1877-1877, James Jervois 1879 Alfred Ernest 1879 
  2 Emily Clisby 1843-1925 m1864 Heinrich Gustav Friedrich Mumme 1836-1893  
    children Gustav Maria 1865, Albert Redford1868 Martha Emily 1872, Eva Ethel 1876   
  2 Isabella Clisby m1879 Joseph Coney 
    children Charles Redford Coney 1881, and Isabella Coney 1883 Redford Joseph Coney 1886 
 
A6.1. Summary: (Retts - William Redford Clisby's great grand-UNCLE)  1850 Redford1 started up a "Grocer and Storekeeper" Hindley St in partnership with a Charles 
Bilton, and had a  superb stock of Wind Musical Instruments, consisting of flutes with sterling 
silver, and German keys, clarionets and bassoons, of first rate quality and workmanship, 
manufactured by Mr R.J. Bilton of Westminster Bridge Road, London, expressly for the colonial 
markets; also violin, violincello, and guitar strings, bridges, tutors pegs, &c, &c", but the 
partnership was dissolved in 1850. 
During 1849-1850, Redford was involved in some Musical Concerts, as a player of the Flute. 
 
In 1851 Redford1 sailed to Melbourne where many of his relatives and nephews due to the gold 
diggings around Mt Ararat. Redford1's brother James Clisby's son Redford3 met an Ann Ward 
and they married at Mt Ararat/Portland in 1856, eventually moving to nairne SA where Ann's 
parents and siblings resided. 
 
By 1857 Redford1 had moved his store to 68 Rundle St and advertised "Musical-Redford 
Clisby, Flute & Clarionette Maker. Accordian, Concertina and Pianoforte Tuner. Musical 
Repository, Musical Instruments of every description repaired".  
 
Redford1 involved his daughters Emily and Rosa in his business, and in 1862 Redford 
advertised Rosa's engagement  in the German Newspapers of the Barossa Valley to C. 
Tidemann. He later sold his musical stock through Emily Mummes family business, G Mumme 
& Co, Trans-Atlantic Assurance Co., Grenfell St. 
 
His other daughter, Eliza Sarah Clisby (Junior) was connected in business with such firms as 
those of Sir Charles Good, the late Matthew Goode, and Mr Leonard Roach for more than 30 
years.  
 
In 1866 Redford1 sold the Music Shop in Rundle Street suggesting he was returning to London 
to source Musical stock,  "expressly selected by R.Clisby from London and the Continent". 
 In 1871 Redford1 Clisby was selling his stock through his daughter Emily (Clisby) Mumme's 
family business in Grenfell St (suggesting Redford1 was returning to London). 
 
In 1871 Rosa Clisby husband Charles Edward Tidemann gets into financial difficulties, and his 
father-in-law Redford1, takes over Tidemann's property in Balaklava, and over the next 3 years 
sells the land in 3 parts. 
 
This indicates that Redford1 may have been a shrewd businessman, but also interested in his 
children's affairs. 
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We suspect Redford1 Clisby 1872-1880, did return to "expressly select stock  by R. Clisby from 
London and the Continent" - the Almanac does not mention him during these years. 
 
When he did return he purchased a property at the corner of Childers and Jeffcott St, a villa 
which is still standing. 
He used the description "Redford Clisby of London, gentleman". 
 
In Redford1's wife's Eliza Sarah Clisby obituary, there is no indication that she went with him 
back to London, but it did suggest she was very family minded, hence she would of stayed with 
her daughters. 
 
1878 Redford Edwin Clisby marriied Lambeth 
1878 Isabella Clisby married Joseph Coney 
1879-80 We can assume that Redford1 returned to Adelaide from London. 
 
In Redford1's obituary, it suggested Redford1 had been slowing down considerably in his later 
years. Redford1 died in 1884 at the age of 73. 
 
A6.2. Events in Redford1's life in Chronological order.   
1810 Redford Edwin? Clisby was born to Thomas Clisby and Mary Neate?? 

  1849 CLISBY Redford1, Eliza (wife),  Eliza, Matilda, Rosa, Emily, Redford3, Isabella arrived in SA 1849-10-10 
aboard Cheapside from London 49-06-23 via Plymouth. His occupation was given as "Farmer from Surrey".  
Note: Elizabeth Clisby was listed as a domestic servant, hence may not be a daughter. William was listed as a 
butcher and may also not be family. 
 
1849 Nov -" REDFORD CLISBY respectfully begs to inform the inhabitants of Adelaide and the colony generally, 
that he has brought from London an excellent assortment of Wind Musical Instruments, of a quality and finish 
not to be equalled in the colonies, consisting of Cocoa Flutes, of eight and six keys in sterling silver, and German 
silver keys and mountings ; and an assortment of Boxwood Flutes, with four and one keys, D concerts, F, B, C, D 
octaves, and E and F picolos ; Clarionettes, A, B, C, and E flat/from eight to thirteen keys ; Clarionette Mouth-
pieces ; and Bassoons — the whole selected from the celebrated manufactory of Mr R. J. Bilton, of 03, Westminster 
Bridge Road, London, together with Reeds, Strings, Bridges, Mutes, Pegs, &c, of the first quality ; Tutors' Music, for 
Piauo, Flute and Piano ; Scales for various instruments, Blank Music Paper, Books, &c, &c, &c. Musical 
instruments cleaned and repaired on the premises. Piano-fortes tuned and repaired. King William-street, Adelaide, 
Opposite the ' Napoleon Bonaparte.'".  
 
1850 Redford1 Clisby and Co was a partnership between Charles Bilton and Redford Clisby, and the business 
description was "Grocer and Storekeeper". The partnership was dissolved by a public notice on 22 Mar 1850, which 
also stated "all debts due to be paid to Mr Redford, and all debts due will be paid by him".   
  
1850  R. Clisby and Co.'s Grocery Store, (Late E. B. Edgecombe.) EB. EDGECOMBE, in returning his most sincere 
thanks for the liberal support he has experienced for the last seven years, begs to announce to his friends, and the 
public in general, that he has disposed of his business to R. Clisby and Co., and feels much pleasure in strongly 
recommending them as his successors.  Messrs R. Clisby & Co., in taking to the above business, beg most 
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respectfully to solicit a continuance of the patronage so liberally bestowed on their predecessor, and to call the 
attention of families, country settlers, and the public generally, to a well-selected stock of Grocery, assuring all who 
may feel disposed to favour them, that no exertion on their part will be wanting to execute all orders committed to 
their care with punctuality, and as their extensive stock will be selected from the choicest shipments, small profits 
and quick returns will bo the principle on. which the business will be conducted. P.S. — Accounts due to Mr E. B. 
Edgecombe will be received by Messrs R. Clisby and Co., whose receipt 'will be a sufficient discharge. Hindley-
street, Adelaide, February 7th, 1850 
 
1850 Redford1 Clisby posted a Public Notice on 23 Mar 1850, that "Redford Clisby, "Grocer and Storekeeper" 
Hindley St, begs respectively to inform his friends and the public, that he still carries on the business as heretofore, 
on his own account and the same strict attention to all commands with which he may be favoured will continue." 
He also stated "NB, R.C. has still on hand a superb stock of Wind Musical Instruments, consisting of flutes with 
sterlin silver, and German keys, clarionets and bassoons, of first rate quality and workmanship, manufactured by 
Mr R.J. Bilton of Westminster Bridge Road, London, expressly for the colonial markets; also violin, violincello, and 
guitar strings, bridges, tutors pegs, &c, &c" 
 
On Friday July, 1850. 
MONSTER CONCERT. - Grand Combination of talent in aid of the German and British Hospital  
Under the Immediate Patronage of his excellency the Lieutenant Governor and Lady  
UPON which occasion the following ladies and gentlemen have kindly offered their gratuitous services. 
85 PERFORMERS !!! 
Vocal. Mrss Murray Madame Cranz Miss Lazar Miss Coglin Mrs Jupp Mr Ellard, Mr Gale Herr Fischer 
THE ADELAIDE CHORAL SOCIETY. Leader-Mr Osborn, THE DEUTSCHE LIEDERTAFEL. Director-Herr 
Cranz. 
INSTRUMENTAL. Conductor-Mr Wallace. Principal  
1st Violins. Messrs Wallace, Osborn, Lee, and F. Coppin, 2nd Violins. Messrs Chapman, Berry, Cobin, jun., and 
Herr Matter, Tettors. Messrs Bennett, Cobin, sen., Swift, and Master Cobin. Violoncellos. Messrs Lilly, Allen, 
Smith, and Thurlow. Double Basses. Mons. Paris and Herr Zeigler. Flutes. Messrs Addison, Keidel, and Clisby. 
Clarionets. Messrs Gatelin and Williamson. Cornets à Piston. Messrs Harwood and McCullagh. Trombone, Mr 
Hewett. Oboe, Mr Sumsion. Drums, Mr Barnett. Ophiclei e, Herr Huenerbein. Piano.Mrs Murray, Mr Ellard, Herr 
Cranz, and Herr Weber, 
  
1851 Redford took passage on the "Anna Maria" bound for Melbourne, with many passengers bound for the gold 
fields. He later related an amazing story about a dog that followed his master to Melbourne. Redford sent his article 
of the story to the papers and it was published in 9 Feb 1861.    
1854 GRAND EVENING CONCERT —GRAND CONCERT OF VOCAL AND INSTRUMENTAL MUSIC, On the 
EVENING OF WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 11, 1854 At the Pantheon, King William-street,. Flutes Mr. R. Clisby etc 
 
1856 Redford Clisby's nephew Redford3 married Ann Ward at Mt Ararat Gold Fields (according to Redford3's 
Golden Anniversary notice in the "Family Notices" of 10 Dec 1906). 
 
1857 Redford Clisby had moved his store to 68 Rundle St as per notice of 25 May 1857.  
"Musical-Redford Clisby, Flute & Clarionette Maker. Accordian, Concertina and Pianoforte Tuner. Musical 
Repository, Musical Instruments of every description repaired". His son Redford3 may have been the piano tuner. 
 
1861 Redford Clisby of Rundle St - letter to the Editor about dog named Bob. 

  
1862 Redford advertised in the German language, the betrothal of his daughter Rosa to Charles Tidemann in  
Newspapers of the Barossa Valley. 
1862 Rosa Clisby marries Charles Edward Tidemann at Pultney St , Redford's residence.  
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1866 Redford sells the Music Shop in Rundle Street via Notice "Redford Clisby in returning his sincere thanks to 
the public of SA for the liberal patronage enjoyed by him for the last 17 years, begs to state that he has disposed of 
his business to Mr G. H. Egremont-Gee whose stock will be expressly selected by R.Clisby from London and the 
Continent, and respectively requests a continuance of that patronage to his successor". 
 
1869 Redford1 becomes Mortgager over son-in-law Charles Edward Tidemann's property at Balaklava. 
 
1871 Redford1 Clisby Newspaper advt = "Redford Clisby has on sale, at G. Mumme & Co's office, next Hotel 
Europe, Grenfell St, Violins, Bows, Banjos, Tamborines, Cornets and Saxehorns by Millereau of Paris. Music 
stools, concertinas, Drums, Triangles, Organ Accordions, Horns, Strings and Tutors. Which in consequence of the 
returning to London as soon as possible will be sold at wholesale prices." 
 
1871 Redford1 Clisby selling through his daughter Emily (Clisby) Mumme's family business in Grenfell St 
(suggesting Redford1 was returning to London). 
 
1871 Rosa Clisby's husband Charles Edward Tidemann gets into financial difficulties. 
1871 C.E. Tidemann named bankrupt, and Redford Clisby offers 3s4d in the pound.  
Note This was a very suspect move by Tidemann to not pay creditors. Tidemann went bankrupt, then managed to 
get his father-in-law Redford to pay only 5% of debts. Redford then took over the title of the land, subdivided it, 
then sold the individual parts - using Tidemann & Co as Land Agents!).  
 1872 We suspect Redford1 sailed back to London and the Continent. 
1872 W. Becker advt "having purchased the entire stock of R.Clisby, is now able to offer to the public at a reduced 
price." 
 
1869-1873 Section 159, 161, 163 & 165 Hd Hall (near Balaklava) 1st interest in Redford1 Clisby's name. 
1873 Charles Tidemann transfers Balaklava land to "Redford Clisby Pate of Adelaide by now absent therefrom 
Gentleman of the within land" 
1873 Redford1 sells sections 159 & 161, 1875 Redford1 sells section 165,  
1877 Redford1 sells portion of section 163 1880 Redford1 sells portion of section 163. 
 

  
1872-1880 We suspect Redford Clisby did return to "expressly select stock  by R.Clisby from London and the 
Continent", as the Almanac does not mention him during these years. When he did return he purchased a property 
at the corner of Childers and Jeffcott St, a villa which is still standing. He used the description "Redford Clisby of 
London, gentleman" 
 
1874 Almanac - Charles Tidemann, 36 Currie St, Auctioneer, Appraiser, Licensed Land Broker and Custom House 
Agent, Sales attended to in all parts of the Colony, and all Business transacted in above Branches with Dispatch. 
1874 Almanac - Transatlantic Fire & Marine Insurance Co of Hamburg, G Mumme agents Grenfell Street. 
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1878 November 2 at Saviour Ruskin Park, Redford2 Clisby married Annie M Jessop, her father being William 
Jessop. 
1878 December 25 at Grays Inn Road St Jude, Isabella Clisby married Joseph Coney, his father being Charles 
Coney. 
1879 Redford Edwin Birkbeck Clisby was born 1879 , (died 1929). 
1879 We can assume that Redford1 returned to Adelaide from London. 
1883 Isabella (Clisby) and Joseph Coney return sometime to Parkside, Adelaide, Joseph to be a manager at the 
Fullarton Jam Factory - see Fullarton Jam factory article.. 
  1880 Redford Clisby purchases Childers/Jeffcott in January-his description was "of London, Gentleman". 
1880 Redford Clisby sells Childers/Jeffcott in July??? 
 
1881-2 Almanac Redford?Clisby  a Storekeeper at Carrington St,  
1881 (August) Redford? Clisby leases Pt Town Acre 922, Childers St for 5 years, but September the lease is 
cancelled. 
1882 Almanac Redford?  Clisby  a Storekeeper at Childers St N.A. & a Storekeeper at Carrington St 
1883-1884 Almanac Redford? Clisby, Storekeeper Childers St North Adelaide 
 
1884 Redford1 Clisby, Gentleman, Vincent St, off  Hutt Street / Gilles St Adelaide 
1884 May 28 Redford1 Clisby Obituary "Another old colonist has joined the great majority, Mr. Redford Clisby", 
whose decease was notified in yesterday's obituary, arrived here by the ship Cheapside in 1849, and entered into 
business as a music-sellar in Rundle St, where he conducted a large establishment with great success for a long 
period. Mr Clisby never took up any very prominent part in politics, but he was highly respected for his strict 
integrity, and liked for his open and pleasant manner. For years his figure was one of the most familiar to citizens of 
Adelaide, even when the infirmities of advancing years would only permit him to slowly walk down the principal 
streets and great and chat with his old friends and acquaintances. He leaves a wife, one unmarried daughter, one 
married son and wife, four married daughters, three son-in-laws (one having died about four years ago (T Roach)) 
and eighteen grand-children to mourn their loss. Mr Clisby was 73 years of age at the time of his death." 
 
1884 Redford1 Clisby's Will summary:-(see the appendices for the full transcription of  Redford1's Will). 
"Upon trust as to one equal fourth part thereof for my son Redford2 Edwin Clisby of London in England 
pianoforte tuner.  And as the remainder three equal fourth parts of the said trust moneys investments dividends and 
annual income and residuary estate. Upon trust as to one fifth part thereof for my daughter Eliza Sarah Clisby of 
Adelaide spinster and as to one other equal fifth part thereof for my daughter Matilda Roach of Adelaide Widow. 
 And as to the remaining three equal fifth parts there Upon  trust for my three daughters, Rosa wife of Charles 
Edward Tidemann of Adelaide aforesaid Auctioneer, Emily wife of Gustav Mumme of Adelaide a foresaid agent, 
Isabella the wife of Joseph Coney of Parkside in the said province Manager Jam Factory widow in equal shares 
during their respective lives to be held by my said trustees in a manner herein after provided." 
 
1886 Almanac Mrs Eliza Clisby Pultney St Adelaide. 
1886 Redford E B Clisby? admitted to Hawley Crescent School Camden 
1889 Almanac Mrs Eliza Clisby Sturt St Adelaide.  
This is the last entry for Eliza Clisby, so we can assume she lived with her family until her death. 
 
1898 Eliza Sarah Clisby dies, her obituary reads "We have to record the death of another old colonist, Mrs Eliza 
Clisby, relict of the late Mr. Redford1 Clisby, who arrived with her husband in the colony in the ship Cheapside, 
January 1849, bringing with them one son and six daughters, one of whom died shortly after arrival (Isabella?) The 
son went to England a few years ago where he still resides. There are left one single daughters, three of whom are 
widows, 20 grandchildren and 10 great-grandchildren. The late Mr R Clisby opened the first musical instrument 
warehouse in Rundle Street, from which he retired some years since. The deceased who had reached the age of 86, 
resided of late years with her daughter, Mrs (Emily) G. Mumme, Hurtle Square. 
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1898 Eliza Sarah Clisby's will summary:-(see the appendices for the full transcription of  Sarah's Will). 
" first place to my son Redford2  Clisby of London in England piano forte tuner the sum of one thousand 
pounds.." 
The remainder was to be put in a Trust Fund and the daughters given a annual pension from that Trust , eg Eliza 
Sarah Clisby of Adelaide , Matilda Roach of Adelaide Widow, Rosa wife of Charles Edward Tidemann of Adelaide 
Emily wife of Gustav Mumme of Adelaide, Isabella the wife of Joseph Coney of Parkside. 
 1917 Eliza Sarah Clisby (junior) dies. "Miss Eliza S Clisby, daughter of the late Mr Redford Clisby, died at the 
residence of her sister, Mrs C.E. Tidemann, Glen Osmond Road, Parkside on Sept 21 at the age of 82 years. She 
came to South Australia with her parents in the ship Cheapside in 1846. She was born near Westminster Bridge, 
London in 1835 and was connected in business with such firms as those of Sir Charles Good, the late Matthew 
Goode, and Mr Leonard Roach for more than 30 years." 
 
1925 Emily Clisby  dies "Mrs (Emily) G Mumme, widow of Mr Gustav Mumme, who, at one time had a warehouse 
in Leigh Street, died at the age of 82. She was a daughter of Mr Redford1 Clisby who opened the first musical 
instrument warehouse in Rundle St. Born in London she arrived with her parents in the ship Cheapside in Jan 1848 
at the age of 6 years. Mrs Mumme never tired of relating incidents in her early life in the state. She could tell of the 
time when North Terrace was a mass of wurlies and how she used to spend her evenings watching the blacks 
dancing. Mrs Mumme retained all her facilities until the last, and was active until 3 months prior to her death. She 
lived for many years with her son (Mr A. R. Mumme), one of Adelaide's oldest musicians, and her grand-daughter 
(Miss Eva Fuller), who lived with Mrs Mumme from the age of 18 months at Hurtle Square. She was highly 
respected and beloved by all, being anxious and ready for those in distress. Mrs Mumme had been a member of the 
Westleyan Methodist Church for many years. Her surving relatives are her son, Mr A.R. Mumme, recently of 
Hurtle Square (teacher of music) and daughters Mrs A. W. Fuller (West Croydon) and Mrs G Jones (Beulah Park). 
There are 20 grandchildren and one great grand-son."  
1928 Redford Edwin Clisby dies 1928 
1929 Redford Edwin Birkbeck Clisby dies 1929 
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 A6a. Redford1 Clisby's Will- 1884  
Redford1 Clisby's Will made 9th May 1884, Redford died, 26th May 1884. 
 
 This is the last Will and Testament of me Redford Clisby of Adelaide in the province of South 
Australia, Gentleman. I appoint the persons who at the time of my death shall be the Directors of 
the Trust and Agency Company of South Australia Limited trustees and Executors of this my 
Will provided that in the event of any such directors being absent from the province of S.A. or 
referring or being unwilling to act as trustees and executors hereof then the remaining directors 
shall be trustees and executors of this my Will. And I declare that a certificate under the hand of 
the Manager for the time being of the said Trust and Agency Company of S.A. Ltd that the persons 
secured? in such certificate are Directors of the said Company shall be conclusive evidence that 
such persons are Directors for the time being of the said Company. 
I give and bequeath all shares in the Bank of Adelaide and the Commercial Bank of S.A. which 
may at the time of my death be standing in my name and also all my household furniture, plate, 
linen, glass, china and household requisites to my wife Eliza Clisby absolutely.  I give devise and bequeath all my real and the residue of my personal property of what nature 
or??? ??? and whatsoever situate of onto which I shall die seized possession  or entitled whether in 
possession reversion expectancy or remainder unto my said trustees.  
Upon trust to sell, call in and to convert into money such parts of my said real and residuary 
personal estate as shall not consist of money and to invest the proceeds thereof in the name of 
the said Trust and Agency Company of S.A. Ltd (hereafter called the said Company) upon 
freehold or Government Securities in the said province with power from time to time to vary, alter 
or transpose all or any of such investment for any other or others of a nature hereby authorised. 
And I declare that the said Company shall stand possessed of the said moneys and the 
securities whereon the same shall be invested.  
Upon trust to pay the annual income arising from such investments from time to time to my 
said wife during her life for her separate use after the death of my said wife I declare that my 
said Trustees shall stand possessed of the said trust moneys and investments and interest and 
annual income and my residuary trust estate.  
Upon trust as to one equal fourth part thereof for my son Redford Edwin Clisby of London in 
England pianoforte tuner.  And as the remainder three equal fourth parts of the said trust moneys investments dividends 
and annual income and residuary estate.  
Upon trust as to one fifth part thereof for my daughter Eliza Sarah Clisby of Adelaide spinster 
and as to one other equal fifth part thereof for my daughter Matilda Roach of Adelaide 
Widow.  And as to the remaining three equal fifth parts there Upon  trust for my three daughters, Rosa 
wife of Charles Edward Tidemann of Adelaide aforesaid Auctioneer Emily wife of Gustav 
Mumme of Adelaide a foresaid agent, Isabella the wife of Joseph Coney of Parkside in the said 
province Manager Jam Factory widow in equal shares during their respective lives to be held by 
my said trustees in a manner herein after provided. And after the death of each of my said 
daughters I declare that my said trustees shall stand possessed of the share of the trust premises 
held upon trust for the issue of such daughters so dying in equal shares to be paid to such issue 
on their respectively attaining the age of twenty one years or marrying provided that if any of 
my said daughters should die without issue the share of such daughter so dying without issue shall 
be held upon trust for the survivor of any? said daughter in equal shares during their lives and after 
their deaths respectively. Upon trust for their respective issue per shares?? in the same manner as 
the original shares of such surviving daughters. And I declare that during the life of each of my 
said daughters my said trustees shall pay when the dividends interest and annual income arising 
from her share of the trust premises for her separate use free from debts engagements and 
control of her husband and without power of anticipation or alienation provided always and I 
hereby expressly declare that my three grandsons Charles Tidemann the younger, Harry Roach 
(or Henry) and Gustav Mumme the younger shall not be entitled to any share interest or benefit 
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under the provisions of this my will. I declare that any money or property taken by a female 
hereunder shall be for her sole and separate use free from the debts control and engagements 
of any husband with whom she may enter marry? I desire that my funeral shall be quick as 
possible. And I declare that my said trustees and executors shall be at liberty to deduct from the 
moneys coming to their hands. Under the foregoing inst??? per centage and commissions as 
renumeration for their services in acting as Trustees and Executors of this Will as shall be 
authorised by the scale of charges which shall from time to time be fixed by the Directors of the 
said Company in respect of such matters. 
In witness whereof, I the said Redford Clisby have this my last Will and Testament contained in 
this and the two preceeding sheets of paper set my hand this ninth day of May one thousand 
eight hundred and eighty four.  Signed Redford Clisby in the presence of Mr Gardener MD Ch.M. Glas & Francis Fisher Solicitor. 
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A6b. Eliza Sarah Clisby's Will 1898  
Eliza Sarah Clisby's Will made 26 March 1895. Sarah died 1898 

 I revoke all former Wills and Testamenty dispositions and appoint the Executor Trustee and 
Agency Company of S.A. Ltd. having their registered office at number 12 Waymouth Street 
Adelaide aforesaid (which with their successors and assigns are hereinafter included in the 
designation "My Trustees") to be the Trustees and Executors of this my Will. And I declare that all 
trusts and powers hereinafter reposed or vested in or conferred upon my Trustees shall and may be 
exercised by the Trustee or Trustees for the time being of this my Will. 
I give, devise and bequeath all my real and personal estate of whatsoever kind and 
wheresoever situate Unto my Trustees upon the trusts and subject to the declarations following 
that is to say Upon Trust to sell and convert into money my said real estate and so much of my 
personal estate as shall be of a saleable or convertible nature and to get in the other parts 
thereof with power to sell privately or by auction and generally upon such terms and conditions in 
all respects as my Trustees shall think fit and with power for my Trustees to give good and 
sufficient discharges for any purchase moneys but with discretionary powers to postpone the sale 
conversion and getting in of such real and personal estate or any part or parts thereof respectively 
for such period as to my Trustees shall seem expedient and so let any real or personal estate for the 
time being remaining unsold for any term or terms at such rent and subject to such covenants, 
conditions, provisos and agreements as they shall think fit and to accept surrenders of leases and 
the vacation of tenancies.  
And I direct that the income of unconverted property shall from the time of my death go in the 
same manner as the income of the proceeds would have been applicable if the same had been 
converted.  
And I direct that my Trustees shall with and out of the moneys so arise from the sale conversion 
and getting in of my said real and personal estate after payment thereout of all the expenses 
incident to the execution of the preceding trusts and powers and my funeral and testamentary 
expenses and debts pay in the first place to my son Redford Edwin Clisby of London in 
England piano forte tuner the sum of one thousand pounds. 
And shall stand possessed of the residue of the said trust moneys to arise from such sale 
conversion and getting in as aforesaid (thereinafter called "the residuary trust funds"). 
In Trust for all my children (other than and except my said son Redford Edwin Clisby) to be divided between them in equal shares and if there shall be only one such child (other than and 
except as aforesaid) the whole to be in trust for than one child. 
Provided always and I declare that my Trustees shall retain the share of my daughter if only one 
and of each of my daughters if more than one of and in the residuary trust funds upon the trusts 
following that is to say Upon trust to invest such share and to pay the annual income thereof to 
such daughter during her life by equal quarterly payments and from and after the decease of such 
daughter. In trust for all or such one or more of the children and remoter issue of such daughter 
(such remoter issue being born in her lifetime) at such ages or times age or time in such shares if 
more than one and in such manner as such daughter by any deed with or without power of 
revocation and new appointment or by her last Will or any Codicil thereto and whether she shall be 
under coverture or not shall appoint. And in default of such appointment and so far as any such 
appointment shall not extend.  
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In trust for the children of such daughter who being male shall attain the age of twenty one years or 
being female shall attain that age or marry in equal shares and if there shall be one only such child 
the whole to be in trust for that one child but so nevertheless that no child who or any of whose 
issue shall take a share under such appointment as aforesaid shall take any part of the trust funds 
remaining unappointed without bringing the share appointed to him or her or his or her issue into 
her ??? and accounting for the same accordingly unless my same daughter making such 
appointment shall thereby direct to the contrary. And in case there shall be no child of such 
daughter who being male shall attain the age of twenty one years or being female shall attain that 
age or marry then upon such trusts for such persons and generally in all respects as such daughter 
shall whether covert or sole by deed or Will appoint. And in default of such appointment and so far 
as such appointment shall not extend. In trust for my other children (other than and except my said 
son Redford Edwin Clisby) and if more than one in equal shares and so that the share or shares 
accruing to each or any daughter of mine under this trust shall be subject to the trusts hereby 
declared concerning the original share of the same daughter under this my Will. 
Provided always and I hereby declare that if any child of mine shall die in my lifetime leaving a 
child or children who being male shall attain that age of twenty one years or being female shall 
attain that age  or marry then and in every such case the last mentioned child or children shall take 
(and if more than one equally between them) the share to the principal of income of which his her 
or their parent would have been entitled of and in the residuary trust funds if such parent had 
survived me including any share or shares which would have accrued to such parent under the trsut 
and provision in that behalf hereinbefore contained. And I declare that this present provision shall 
so far as applicable also apply to the said legacy or sum so as aforesaid given to my said son 
Redford Edwin Clisby which said legacy or sum shall in the event of his dying in my lifetime 
leaving a child or children who being male shall attain the age of twenty one years or being female 
shall attain that age or marry go to and be taken by such last mentioned child or children (and if 
more than one equally between them). 
I declare that the moneys payable to any female under this my Will shall be for her sole and 
separate  use free from the debts control and engagements of any husband with whom she 
may intermarry and so that her receipts alone and whether covert or sole shall be effectual 
discharges for the same and so that in case of income she shall have no power whilst covert to 
alien the same or deprive herself of the benefit thereof by anticipation. 
I direct that all moneys liable to be invested under this my Will may be invested in any of the 
public stocks or funds of Great Britain or any of the Australian Colonies or upon the Bonds of the Corporation of the City of Adelaide or upon mortgage of freehold lands in the said 
Province or any of the Australian Colonies or by depositing the same at interest in any Joint Stock 
Bank carrying on business in any of the Australian Colonies with power for my Trustees from time 
to time in their discretion to vary any such investments for any other or others of the nature 
authorised hereby. 
I devise all estates vested in me as Trustee or Mortgage unto my Trustee subject to the trusts and 
equities affecting the same respectively but so that the money secured by any mortgage shall form 
part of my personal estate. --- 
In witness whereof I the said Eliza Clisby have to this my last Will and Testament contained on 
this and the three preceding sheets of paper set my hand this twenty sixth day of March one 
thousand eight hundred and ninety five. 
Witnessed by Howard Davenport Adelaide, Joint Stock Company manager and E.W.Way. 
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A6c Isabella and J Coney - Fullarton Jam factory  
THE FULLARTON JAM FACTORY. - Mr. J. Coney, the foreman of works 
 
We were afforded an opportunity on Thursday of inspecting the Fullarton jam factory, which is 
now in the hands of Mr. H. B. Hanton, late of the firm of Hanton and Dalton, and who still 
carries on the business under the old name. Somewhat more than a year ago we published an 
account of the factory, but it may then be said to have been almost in its infancy, so far, at all 
events, as the proprietorship at that time was concerned, and since then the improvements made 
in all directions have been by no means inconsiderable. Of late years the jam-making industry 
has made rapid advancement, and it is somewhat unsatisfactory to think that the supply of fruit 
has hardly been equal to the demand, and that the jam manufacturers have had to import a large 
amount of fruit from Tasmania and elsewhere. Perhaps before long people will wake up to the 
fact that fruit-gardening is not at all a badly paying concern and then the present circumstances 
will be altered. Mr. Hanton's factory is pleasantly situated in a large orchard 2J acres in extent. 
From all sides the view obtained is most picturesque, and the many different trees' in the orchard 
contribute no little to the attractiveness of the surroundings. In the orchard alone is' manifest the 
marked progress which has been made during Mr. Hanton's regime, for whereas in 1831 only 16 
acres were planted, there are now 23 acres covered with old and young trees, and everything has 
been prepared for the planting of the other four acres during the coming season. There is no 
doubt that it is a great benefit to the manufacturer to have at least a large  quantity of the fruit 
near at hand, because by this means is averted to some extent the damage so often done to the 
fruit in removal. There are five acres of vines in the orchard, and Mr. Hanton has taken out six 
acres originally occupied by vines and planted apricots in their stead. Apart from the numerous 
trees of all kind3 there is to be seen' the picturesque and useful windmill, steadily performing its 
work. There are also two wells, one of which is down to a depth of 31 feet, and into which the 
water, after being used in the factory, descends. This water will be used for purposes of 
irrigation, and a steam pump will be employed in raising it. The other well was taken down to a 
depth of 13 feet and then operations had to cease, owing to the somewhat satisfactory 
explanation that too much water was obtained. When the orchard is thoroughly well irrigated 
even greater results than those at present realised may be expected. It may be mentioned that Mr, 
Hanton has hit upon a very happy way of disposing of the refuse of the factory. It is all 
consumed by a hungry hoard of 200 pigs, who are located in twenty eight cleanly-kept styes, this 
number having increased by twenty-five since 1881, when there were only three styes to be seen. 
Before proceeding to deal with the factory itself it may he "stated that still further additions are 
to he made to the establishment. An old Indian house, or a bungalow formerly in the possession 
of Mr. Wivell on North-terrace, has been purchased, and the wood, which is teak, has been 
transported to Fullarton, where it will again be formed into a building. It may be mentioned that 
the wood, which remained on North-terrace for at least forty years, is in excellent condition. The 
first room of the factory into which our representative was taken on Thursday was one which has 
temporarily been devoted to the purposes of fruit receiving, and here were found huge casks of 
raspberries and a fine-looking lot of grapes. Mr. Hanton stated that he imported this year 2,000 
cases of fruit from "Tasmania and about 500 casks of raspberries. On entering the cellar it was 
found that the manufacture of pickles had been discarded, for no trace of those articles was to be 
found. It is intended, however, to make tomato sauce on a pretty large scale, and for this portion 
of the business three rooms have been set aside, and will be utilised at the earliest opportunity. 
Two large enamelled pans, steam jacketed, and weighing about 7 cwt,, and capable of holding 30 
gallons, have been purchased, and in these the sauce will be made. The fruit receiving room 
proper is 44 feet long by 14 wide, and in it were to be seen quantities of fruit in rich profusion. 
Every thing that tends to expedition appears to have been obtained. There is an orange cutting 
machine worked by steam which is capable of getting ready half a ton of orange3 in half an hour, 
and there were also some fruit-stoning machines, which are sufficiently known to need no 
description here. The large room of the factory, in which the principal work is done, was the 
scene of the greatest activity on Thursday, as indeed it must be on all occasions if the proprietor 
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be desirous of carrying out his agreements. There are 10 pans for boiling jam, and it is only 
necessary to state that a little over a year ago there were only 4 boilers to indicate what 
progression has been made. The engine at present in use i3 of 8 horsepower, but it has been 
found inadequate to the requirement of the factory, and on Friday the erection of a new engine of 
16-horsepower will be proceeded with by Messrs. Francis Clark and Sons, while a stack to the 
engine house 42 feet high is to be built. These undertakings will certainly serve to impress on 
passers-by and residents in the locality the fact that they are in the vicinity of a busy factory, if 
the present appliances do not already make a similar impression. For lighting the factory —and 
in the busy season operations are continued from 5 o'clock in the morning until 11 o'clock at 
night, necessitating nice little accounts for overtime at the end of each week. One of Miller's gas-
making machines has been put up. It is what is termed a 30-light machine, and as a rule, twenty-
five lights are kept going in the factory in a very satisfactory manner. As soon as the jam has 
gone through the necessary processes which it is unnecessary to particularise further than by 
saying that everything appears to be done on the principle 
 
that cleanliness is next to godliness, it is taken into hand by the girls, whose nimble fingers are 
employed in filling the tins. These are passed on to four men who are kept constantly at work 
soldering, and no time is lost in fixing the tins up ready for the market so soon as they shall have 
been labelled. The jelly presses have been strengthened in a very substantial way under Mr. 
Hanton's direction, and the result, so far as we were able to see, is that the juice is extracted from 
the fruit much more expeditiously than was hitherto the case, while other recommendations are 
to be urged. There are also to be seen an ingenious machine for coring fruit, and another machine 
of simple construction, which divests plums of their stalks and of stray leaves which may he 
attached to them before they are passed over to the jam maker. The girls employ ed in the jam 
factory, and there are a considerable number of them, do their work remarkably well. In labelling 
they are very smart, three girls managing to label tins at the rate of 1,000 an hour. There are 
immense stacks of tins filled with jam, numbering in all close on to 400,000. It was only three 
years ago that Mr. Hanton commenced operations at tho factory. In the first year 110 tons of jam 
were turned out; in the second 309 tons, and up to the present time 390 tons have been made this 
season, and 600 tons will probably he turned out, as orders are in for 520 tons. The factory is of 
course under the supervision of Mr. Hanton, who has two able helpers in Mr. B. Wallis, the jam 
maker, and Mr. J. Coney, the foreman of works. Connected with the factory are an extensive 
establishment in the East-End Market and a retail shop in Hindley street. Although tho buildings 
at the market are large and commodious, the room is often taxed to its utmost, and there is now a 
large amount of goods stored there. A lift worked by one of Crossley's gas engines of 6 
horsepower, which by the way does a lot of work in other directions, has been found of great use, 
but American elevators which are ready to be put up will, it is thought, be of even greater 
convenience. The cellar is large and dry, and the first, middle, and top floors are roomy and well 
lighted, being admirably adapted for storage purposes. In this building are to bo found about nine 
stacks of 1 lb. tins of jam, which are brought direct from the factory as soon as they have been 
got ready. Besides the portions of the building already mentioned there is a large shed, also 
found of great use. Altogether a visit to the factory and the other establishments cannot but 
impress one with the idea that the industry carried on by Mr. Hanton is not only of an important 
character, but is also one which bids fair to turn out highly profitable to the gentleman who has 
undertaken it with such spirit. 
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A7. The Wakefield Scheme  

  EDWARD GIBBON WAKEFIELD (1796-1862)Author and colonial promoter, Wakefield was 
born on 20 March 1796 in London, the second of nine children of Edward Wakefield and Susanna, 
née Crash. Gibbon was educated at Westminster school and Edinburgh High School. Although 
admitted to Gray's Inn in October 1813 he became secretary to the British envoy at Turin in 1814. 
He returned briefly to London and in June 1816 eloped with Eliza Ann Frances Pattle, a ward in 
Chancery. Through the lord chancellor the marriage was approved by parliament and Wakefield 
returned with Eliza to another appointment at the Turin legation. Susan Priscilla (Nina) was born 
on December 4th 1817 and Edward Jerningham ten days before Eliza died on July 5th 1820. From 
this marriage Wakefield derived a substantial life income. Evidently it was not sufficient to sustain 
his ambitions, for he abducted a 15-year-old heiress, Ellen Turner, from her school in March 1826. 
They were married at Gretna Green and fled to Calais, pursued by enraged members and friends of 
the girl's family. She was induced to return to her parents and Wakefield returned to England for 
trial. He and his brother William, an accomplice, were convicted of a statutory misdemeanour and 
on May 14th 1827 were each sentenced to three years imprisonment. The marriage was annulled 
by parliament in spite of a counter-petition by Wakefield. Wakefield's imprisonment in Newgate 
was to transform his whole career. His disgrace led to his critical study of emigration and to his 
remedy, systematic colonization. Soon after his entry to Newgate, Wakefield occupied himself by 
inquiring why the prisoners were there, how effective were their punishments and what were their 
prospects.  
 
His study of emigration aroused his interest in Australasia and his anonymous Sketch of a 
Proposal for Colonizing Australasia was printed in June 1829. It was reprinted with other articles 
in the Morning Chronicle from August 21st to October 6th and in A Letter from Sydney, the 
Principal Town of Australasia, which was published in December with the name of Robert Gouger 
as editor. The Letter caused some stir in Sydney, for Wakefield claimed that Australian colonies 
were suffering from chaotic granting of free land, shortage of labour and consequent dependence 
on convicts. He argued that if settlement were concentrated, waste lands of the crown could 
be readily sold and the proceeds applied to the emigration of labourers, preferably young 
married couples, thereby giving maximum population relief in Britain and ensuring a 
balanced, fruitful colonial society. Wakefield advocated his theory of systematic colonization, infallible and self-regulating, with every available mode of persuasion. Chief among these was 
his personal magnetism; his manner, gesture and speech, which he projected at meetings, at table, 
before parliamentary committees, even to passers-by and casual acquaintances. Although a poor 
speaker in public he was most persuasive at his own fireside and in his writings. He pressed his 
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cause in a constant spate of letters, newspapers, pamphlets and books, in prose as insistent as it 
was terse. Wakefield's role in the founding of South Australia is difficult to estimate. Torrens later 
credited him with the major role and so did Governor Sir John Hindmarsh. Robert Gouger and 
Anthony Bacon who submitted the first South Australian proposals were both associates of 
Wakefield from his prison days. His biographer, Richard Garnett, hinted that Wakefield intended 
to go to South Australia in 1832, but that year the first plans for the proposed colony were rejected 
by the Colonial Office. To explain and elaborate his theories Wakefield anonymously published 
England and America. A Comparison of the Social and Political State of Both Nations, 2 vols 
(London, 1833; New York, 1834). Meanwhile another scheme put forward by the South Australian 
Land Co. had proved abortive. In these years Wakefield spent much time on the Continent. He was 
absent when the South Australian Association was formed late in 1833, but returned next year to 
help his brother Daniel to draft the bill to empower His Majesty to erect South Australia into a 
British province or provinces and to provide for the colonization and government thereof. 
Wakefield was active in organizing the lobbying that led to parliament passing the bill. After it 
received royal assent on 15 August 1834, he published The New British Province of South 
Australia (London, 1834; Edinburgh, 1835), a manual of advice and information for intending 
colonists. Apart from these contributions Wakefield's name appears rarely in contemporary 
manuscripts, though his personal influence must have been very great. In January 1835 he took his 
consumptive daughter to Lisbon, where she died on 12 February. Grief-stricken he returned to 
London to find that Torrens had been made chairman of the South Australian Colonization 
Commission appointed by the government. Wakefield's interest in the new province was already 
on the wane, chiefly because he was disgusted by the low price of land fixed in his absence and the 
misleading 'self-supporting principle' adopted by Torrens.Still ignored by the Colonial Office, he 
then came to the view that while colonists had no control of their own land policy their titles would 
remain insecure. This was a decisive step, for previously an essential article of his faith was that 
disposal of lands and emigration should be an imperial matter and not subject to local interference. 
His hopes rose in 1846 when Earl Grey took charge at the Colonial Office. Grey had often shown 
interest in the Wakefield system but was now violently opposed to Wakefield's espousal of self-
government for New Zealand. On August 15th Wakefield, already worn out, suffered a severe 
stroke from which he never fully recovered. Thenceforth he was obliged to avoid excitement and 
to retire from London, having only his pen and the penny post to execute his plans unless some 
man of note could be inveigled to his cottage.Wakefield was an enigma to his contemporaries as he 
is to posterity. Denied office by his criminal record he devoted his energy to schemes for 
systematic colonization and responsible government. He brought before the public an number of 
papers including: Facts Relating to the Punishment of Death in the Metropolis (1831), but also 
Swing Unmasked, or the Causes of Rural Incendiarism (1831), The Hangman and the Judge 
(1833) and Popular Politics (1837). Not content only to influence men's minds by his pen he 
sought directly to influence their actions as well. His personal magnetism and imaginative zeal 
won him many converts but much disappointment when he found that people could not be 
controlled like puppets. His idealism would not allow him to compromise, and when he ignored 
the principles of others their reactions were often bitter. In his restless search to achieve his 
objectives he ranged through the whole spectrum of English politics and society, utilitarian 
radicals, Whigs, and High Church Tories, and left behind him some claim to success in penal 
reform, immigration to New South Wales, and the colonization of South Australia and New 
Zealand. Wakefield himself turned colonist. He arrived at Christchurch in February 1853 and after 
a short stay moved to Wellington. He was elected to the first New Zealand General Assembly but 
his influence over the acting governor earned him much unpopularity and led to a fracas which 
broke Wakefield's health. He lived in retirement at his home in Wellington and his death on May 
16th 1862 went almost unnoticed. 

 
Source: http://adbonline.anu.edu.au/biogs/A020510b.htm 
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A8. Clisby Family Tree Charts - from Susan E Woods 2014 - Li Lo George  
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